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Celebration of Darwin Year
The highlight of 2009 was the opening, on 12th February 2009, the date of the 200th anniver-
sary of Charles Darwin’s birth, of a Gallery of Evolution, completing phase one of the major 
renovation work that began in 2007 with the Dinosaur Gallery and the PaleoLab. The whole 
complex – the history of life wing – offers the museum 5,000 m² of entirely renovated perma-
nent exhibitions.

The aim of the Gallery of Evolution is to present in chronological order some of the major stages 
in the history of life and to explain the principal mechanisms of evolution. Six periods have been 
selected, either because the RBINS collections are particularly rich for this period, or because 
major events took place at these times which subsequently influenced different life forms.

The exhibition is designed as a combination of a narrative line illustrated by over 1.000 speci-
mens, and an explanatory/demonstrative line supported by models, films, multimedia termi-
nals and interactive devices presenting the logics underlying the main bifurcation points in 
the history of life. 

Apart from families, the traditional visitors to the museum, the exhibition appears to have 
captured the imaginations of adult visitors who are not accompanied by children, and the 
final two years in secondary schools. 

In the wake of this, phase two of the renovation, involving some 2700 m2, has also been 
launched by the Exhibitions and Museology Services. The objective is to develop a new pres-
entation of current fauna, organised around the relationships between environments and 
their biodiversity. The first stage in this renovation, which aims to present the dynamics of 
life, i.e. the adaptation and evolutionary processes, consists of the creation of a new gallery, 
focusing entirely on biodiversity in the city.

Finally, the interactive exhibition Les survivants de l’X-Treme designed jointly with Naturalis 
(Leyde) and Experimentarium (Copenhagen) was presented in Brussels from 14th October 
2008 to 30th August 2009 (100,000 visitors), then in the Knowledge Pavilion (Lisbon) from 20th 
September 2009. The exhibition on criminalistics Meurtre au Muséum which was entirely 
devised and created by the RBINS, was rented to the Cité des Sciences (Paris), where it was 
visited by 265,000 people in 11 months. 

Teaching Evolution in the Face of Creationism
To accompany the Gallery of Evolution, the educational service has developed new guided 
tours and educational workshops explaining the theory of evolution. It organised meetings 
to help teachers integrate evolutionary theory into their natural history lessons. With the help 
of researchers it notably identified the existing educational material that enables teachers to 
reply to questions raised by the creationist movement.

For several years, with funding from the Brussels Capital Region, the educational service has 
developed lightweight exhibitions and workshops that can be transported around the 19 
municipalities of Brussels. They are free of charge and presented (in Fr and Nl) by museum 
guides, thereby constituting one of the major elements of the RBINS’s provision of free 
services.

In this context, in 2009, the educational service toured and presented the A vol d’oiseau / 
Vogels in de stad exhibition-workshop, the end of the Water-L’eau presentation at the Kijkduin 
museum, Den Helder and the Mini-Jungle installation at the Palais de l’Univers et des Sciences 
in Dunkirk. 

17/11

Launch of 2010 - International Year of Biodiversity. The 
almanach 366 gestes pour la biodiversité boosted the 
commitment campaign Je donne vie à ma planète.

12.12

Over 3,000 people have 
already signed up to this 
campaign. You can join them 
via the website www.
jedonnevieamaplanete.be



30

Royal Belgian Institute  
of Natural Sciences
–
4. Museum

Evolution in the Number of Visitors to the Museum

200920082007
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Whilst remainig at a high level compared with the years prior to the 
major renovations and extensions of the permanent rooms, frequen-
tation has fallen in comparison with the record year of 2008. The pro-
portion of individuals and families in the overall visitor figures for 2009 
remained very high (70.73%), well above those observed before the 
reopening of the rooms in 2007.

2007 2008 2009

  Groups 70 028 96 472 93 490

  Individuals and families 218 168 257371 225 956

  Total 288 196 353 843 319 446

As in previous years, a significant proportion of visitors benefit from 
free access. Given this and the discounts offered to certain catego-
ries of visitors, the average entry fee paid per visitor is approximately 
5 EUR. 4 %

79 %

17 %

Reduced Entry Fees and Free Entry

  Free Category

  Paid entry

  Free 1st Wednesday 

The museum attracts mainly young people, as nearly 58%  
of its visitors are under 18.

Profile of Visitors by Age Range

  Children (0-5 years)

  Youth

  Adults

  Seniors

  Unspecified (free days)

3 %

37 %

1 % 10 %

48 %
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Two favourite themes clearly emerged:   
evolution (and prehistory) and dinosaurs, whose rooms have 
been extensively renovated. It is worth noting that the general 
visit of the museum is above all of interest to NL visitors.

Guided visits are mostly organised for primary and secondary 
school groups, with slightly more frequent requests coming 
from the French speaking schools.

Guided Tours by Subject Profile of Guided Tour Visitors

  évolution/préhistoire

  Dinosaures

  Groupes animaux

  250 ans d’histoire naturelle

  Visite générale du musée

  Pre-school and primary

  Secondary schools

  Higher education

  General education

  Youth groups

  Adult groups

  Individuals and families

In spite of a slight fall in the number of visitors between 2008 and 
2009, the number of guided tours has constantly increased (+7% in 
total). This is due to a significant increase in the number of guided 
tours in NL (+30%).

Evolution OF guideD TOURs

200920082007
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14 %

1 %

8 %

44 %

33 %

2 %

4 %

6 %

32 %

43 %

1 %

12 %

NL

NL

FR

FR

38 %

7 %

5 %

2 %

25 %

54 %

1 %

1 %

57 %

10 %

2007 2008 2009

  Dutch speakers 363 464 604

  French speakers 435 968 928

  Total 798 1432 1532
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200920082007

Unlike the guided tours, the favourite subjects were quite varied: 
dinosaurs, evolution, prehistory and habitats were all equally 
favoured. We would note here the score achieved by the 
Paleolab, mainly among Dutch-speaking participants.

Workshop Participants by Subject Profile of Workshop Participants

  Dinosaurs

  Evolution

  Geology

  Habitats

  PaleoLab

  Prehistory

  Other

The evolution in the number of workshop participants follows the 
trend seen in the number of Museum visitors: a spectacular increase 
between 2007 and 2008 (principally among Dutch-speaking partici-
pants) and a slight fall between 2008 and 2009 (-5%).

Evolution in the number of workshop participants

15 000

12 500

10 000

7 500

5 000

2 500

0

14 %

30 %

2 %

34 %

14 %

5 %

1 %

NL

FR

12 %

15 %

32 %

3 %

25 %

7 %

4 %

More than for the guided tours, workshop participants are for the 
most part school groups, and principally from primary schools. 
There is nevertheless a marked difference between the communi-
ties with regard to secondary school visits, as the demand is almost 
2 times greater for Dutch-speaking visits.

  Pre-school and primary

  Secondary schools

  Higher education

  General education

  Youth groups

  Adult groups

  Individuals and families

0.17 %

29.97 %

1.58 %

0.38 %

1.69 %

1.73 %

64.48  %

NL

FR

16.73 %

0.36 %
2.08 %

2.86 % 2.44 %

0.25 %

75.28 %

2007 2008 2009

  Dutch speakers 5 373 9 051 8 569

   French speakers 4 881 5 598 5 284

  Total 10 254 14 649 13 853
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The number of visitors to our website has increased 
steadily (12% between 2008 and 2009, 22% between 
2007 and 2009!). If we look at the number of pages con-
sulted, the evolution is even more spectacular (19% 
between 2008 and 2009, 53% between 2007 and 2009). 
These figures, like those for our visitors and educational 
activities, bear clear witness to the increasing attractive-
ness of both the Museum and the Institute.

In both the written and spoken media, the impact of both 
the Museum and the Institute is equally remarkable. The 
themes most often mentioned, apart from the general 
articles, are evolution, Whales and Dolphins (more in the 
Dutch-speaking media) and the Survivors of the 
X-TREME. As in the past, many members of the staff at 
the Institute have contributed actively to the content of 
the information that is broadcast in this way. 

Visitors to the Website

The Museum in the Media

2007 2008 2009

Pages 12 880 828 16 556 385 19 708 760

Visitors 2 536 707 2 759 437 3 083 700

FR NL

Press

General articles 84 106

Evolution 52 57

Whales & Dolphins 25 44

Survivors of the X-TREME 26 30

Biodiversity 21 20

Total 208 257

of which Interviews with RBINS agents 24 21

Radio and TV

Total radio and TV broadcasts 70 40

of which Interviews with RBINS agents 23 14

The shop contributes significantly to the promotion and 
dissemination of natural sciences among the general 
public. In spite of its less than ideal location, the shop has 
several tens of thousands of customers. Although visits 
to the shop between 2007 and 2009 follow, in a more 
accentuated manner, those to the Museum, the average 
amount spent by the customer increased significantly 
between 2008 and 2009 (+10%). 

Evolution of Shop Clientele

2007 2008 2009

Museum visitors 288 204 353 833 319 446

Shop customers 23 975 35 414 29 361

Expenditure / customer 12,80 € 12,87 € 14,21 €

Expenditure / visitor 1,07 € 1,29 € 1,31 €
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Missions

The Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences is one of the 
ten federal scientific establishments that are governed by 
the Federal Scientific Policy (Belspo).

It has been entrusted with four major missions :
•	 	Scientific	research	into	natural	sciences;
•	 	Scientific	expertise	at	the	service	of	the	public	
authorities;

•	 	Conservation	and	management	of	scientific	and	heritage	
collections;

•	 	Dissemination	of	scientific	knowledge	in	society.

The RBINS is a separately managed State service. It is 
managed by three independent entities :
•	 	The	 Scientific	 Council,	which	 includes	 RBINS	 and	

University researchers. It offers advice on issues of a 
scientific nature that have an impact on the accomplish-
ment	of	the	establishment’s	tasks.

•	 	The	Nature	Focus	Management	Commission,	which	
comprises	the	RBINS	and	the	Royal	Museum	for	Central	
Africa. It is made up of representatives from both institu-
tions	and	external	members.	It	is	responsible	for	the	
financial and practical management of the RBINS.

•	 	The	Management	Board,	consisting	of	the	Institute’s	
management and heads of department. It is responsible 
for the Institute’s day-to-day management.

In	addition,	the	director	of	the	Institute	is	a	full	member	of	
the	Management	Committee	of	the	Belgian	Scientific	
Policy Office.

REsEARCH & EXPERTisE

One out of every three people at the RBINS is a scientist. 
They	are	mainly	biologists	studying	fauna,	i.e.	zoologists,	
taxonomists,	systematicians,	phylogenists	and	ecolo-
gists. The scientific personnel also includes oceanogra-
phers,	geologists,	palaeontologists,	anthropologists,	pre-
historians	and	archaeologists,	as	well	as	geographers,	
physicists,	bio-engineers	and	mathematicians,	which	ena-
bles it to conduct multidisciplinary research.

Lines of Research
•	 	The	study	of	biodiversity,	through	taxonomy,	phylo-
geny	and	systematics	in	all	animal	groups	(vertebrates,	
invertebrates	and	insects),	be	they	extant	or	fossil.

•	 	The	study	of	land,	freshwater	and	marine	ecosystems.
•	 	The	study	of	the	history	of	life,	the	climate	and	human	

installations. Research into the mechanisms involved in 
the	evolution	of	life,	along	with	the	geology	of	Belgium	
and modelling the North Sea.

service Provision
The	RBINS	provides	scientific	expertise	under	Belgium’s	
international commitments in relation to environmental 
protection.

It develops tools and methods for monitoring natural land 
or marine environments.

It also offers useful advice for the development of national 
and European policies for the protection and conservation 
of biotopes and biodiversity.

CoLLECTions

With	approximately	37	million	specimens	conserved	as	
Belgian	heritage	of	universal	significance,	the	RBINS’s	 
biological,	palaeontological,	prehistoric	and	geological	
collections serve above all as reference and research tools.

Just	after	the	Natural	history	Museums	in	London	and	in	
Paris	in	the	European	classification,	the	collections	in	
Brussels have been awarded the European label of 
“major research infrastructure” and in this respect are 
constantly being visited and studied by researchers from 
around the world.

The	collections	are	dynamic;	they	are	constantly	being	
added to and provide an essential basis for numerous 
publications,	taxonomical	reviews	and	monographs.

For	several	years	now,	the	RBINS	has	been	committed	to	
an ambitious programme to digitise its collections and 
to	 do	 so	 has	 developed	 an	 open-source	 software,	
DarWin,	which	has	made	it	possible	to	encode	all	the	
data	on	any	collection	of	specimens,	whatever	their	taxo-
nomical group.

MUsEUM

For	the	general	public,	the	Museum	is	the	visible	part	of	
the	RBINS.	It	has	16,000	m2	of	permanent	galleries,	tem-
porary	exhibition	rooms	and	educational	workshops,	
enabling	it	to	welcome	more	than	300,000	visitors	each	
year,	approximately	30%	of	whom	are	school	groups.

Its Dinosaur gallery	is	world	famous,	it	being	the	largest	
in	Europe.	In	2009,	the	complete	renovation	of	5,000	m2	
was	finalised	and	is	now	devoted	exclusively	to	evolution	
and the history of life.

It plays a leading role in the promotion and dissemination 
of	scientific	culture,	both	within	and	beyond	its	walls,	
notably	through	travelling	exhibitions	and	events.	It	is	
pursuing its ambitious efforts to gradually renovate the 
premises,	 to	make	 the	museum	more	convivial	and	
increasingly	better	adapted	to	the	expectations	of	society;	
it is also resolutely oriented towards the promotion of a 
more respectful approach to nature.

All of the RBINS activities are described in the 2009 detailed  
report (approximately 550 pages FR/NL). This report is available  
on CD ROM and can be obtained on request from  
direction@naturalsciences.be
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ten federal scientific establishments that are governed by 
the Federal Scientific Policy (Belspo).

It has been entrusted with four major missions :
•	 	Scientific	research	into	natural	sciences;
•	 	Scientific	expertise	at	the	service	of	the	public	
authorities;

•	 	Conservation	and	management	of	scientific	and	heritage	
collections;

•	 	Dissemination	of	scientific	knowledge	in	society.

The RBINS is a separately managed State service. It is 
managed by three independent entities :
•	 	The	 Scientific	 Council,	which	 includes	 RBINS	 and	

University researchers. It offers advice on issues of a 
scientific nature that have an impact on the accomplish-
ment	of	the	establishment’s	tasks.

•	 	The	Nature	Focus	Management	Commission,	which	
comprises	the	RBINS	and	the	Royal	Museum	for	Central	
Africa. It is made up of representatives from both institu-
tions	and	external	members.	It	is	responsible	for	the	
financial and practical management of the RBINS.

•	 	The	Management	Board,	consisting	of	the	Institute’s	
management and heads of department. It is responsible 
for the Institute’s day-to-day management.

In	addition,	the	director	of	the	Institute	is	a	full	member	of	
the	Management	Committee	of	the	Belgian	Scientific	
Policy Office.

REsEARCH & EXPERTisE

One out of every three people at the RBINS is a scientist. 
They	are	mainly	biologists	studying	fauna,	i.e.	zoologists,	
taxonomists,	systematicians,	phylogenists	and	ecolo-
gists. The scientific personnel also includes oceanogra-
phers,	geologists,	palaeontologists,	anthropologists,	pre-
historians	and	archaeologists,	as	well	as	geographers,	
physicists,	bio-engineers	and	mathematicians,	which	ena-
bles it to conduct multidisciplinary research.

Lines of Research
•	 	The	study	of	biodiversity,	through	taxonomy,	phylo-
geny	and	systematics	in	all	animal	groups	(vertebrates,	
invertebrates	and	insects),	be	they	extant	or	fossil.

•	 	The	study	of	land,	freshwater	and	marine	ecosystems.
•	 	The	study	of	the	history	of	life,	the	climate	and	human	

installations. Research into the mechanisms involved in 
the	evolution	of	life,	along	with	the	geology	of	Belgium	
and modelling the North Sea.

service Provision
The	RBINS	provides	scientific	expertise	under	Belgium’s	
international commitments in relation to environmental 
protection.

It develops tools and methods for monitoring natural land 
or marine environments.

It also offers useful advice for the development of national 
and European policies for the protection and conservation 
of biotopes and biodiversity.

CoLLECTions

With	approximately	37	million	specimens	conserved	as	
Belgian	heritage	of	universal	significance,	the	RBINS’s	 
biological,	palaeontological,	prehistoric	and	geological	
collections serve above all as reference and research tools.

Just	after	the	Natural	history	Museums	in	London	and	in	
Paris	in	the	European	classification,	the	collections	in	
Brussels have been awarded the European label of 
“major research infrastructure” and in this respect are 
constantly being visited and studied by researchers from 
around the world.

The	collections	are	dynamic;	they	are	constantly	being	
added to and provide an essential basis for numerous 
publications,	taxonomical	reviews	and	monographs.

For	several	years	now,	the	RBINS	has	been	committed	to	
an ambitious programme to digitise its collections and 
to	 do	 so	 has	 developed	 an	 open-source	 software,	
DarWin,	which	has	made	it	possible	to	encode	all	the	
data	on	any	collection	of	specimens,	whatever	their	taxo-
nomical group.

MUsEUM

For	the	general	public,	the	Museum	is	the	visible	part	of	
the	RBINS.	It	has	16,000	m2	of	permanent	galleries,	tem-
porary	exhibition	rooms	and	educational	workshops,	
enabling	it	to	welcome	more	than	300,000	visitors	each	
year,	approximately	30%	of	whom	are	school	groups.

Its Dinosaur gallery	is	world	famous,	it	being	the	largest	
in	Europe.	In	2009,	the	complete	renovation	of	5,000	m2	
was	finalised	and	is	now	devoted	exclusively	to	evolution	
and the history of life.

It plays a leading role in the promotion and dissemination 
of	scientific	culture,	both	within	and	beyond	its	walls,	
notably	through	travelling	exhibitions	and	events.	It	is	
pursuing its ambitious efforts to gradually renovate the 
premises,	 to	make	 the	museum	more	convivial	and	
increasingly	better	adapted	to	the	expectations	of	society;	
it is also resolutely oriented towards the promotion of a 
more respectful approach to nature.

All of the RBINS activities are described in the 2009 detailed  
report (approximately 550 pages FR/NL). This report is available  
on CD ROM and can be obtained on request from  
direction@naturalsciences.be

Royal Belgian Institute
of Natural Sciences
–
THE RBins in BRiEf
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