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PREFACE 

J e me· sens tres honore d'etre appele a presenter au lecteur la derniere muvre qui so it 
sortie de la plume du Prof'' Franz Alfred SCHILDEH.. Je n 'ignore pas combien il etait desireux 
de la voir imprimee comme le couronnement de sa longue et fructueuse carriere. Mais la mort 
est venue le priver de cette joie et c'est au D,. Maria ScmLDEH, coauteur de ce magistral catalogue, 
qu'a ete clevolu le farcleau de la correction des epreuves . Tache arclue du fait de la nature meme 
de cct ouvrage de reference et aussi a cause de la complexite de la eli position typographique. 
A ce propos il convient de rendre aussi hommage a la conscience professionnelle clu personnel 
de la maison editrice. 

Avant de poursuivre, jc tiens ~l exprimer a Mmo Maria ScmLDEH toute ma respectueuse 
sympalhie ainsi qu rna gra titud e pour la marqu e de confiance qu'elle me lemoigne en me 
permettant de con acrer quelq uc lignc a l'amilie ct a l'c lime qui me liaien t a son mari . 

Ce catalogue restera commc un temoignagc durable de la laborieuse tenacite de ses 
auteurs. C'esl ccrtainement la plus imporlan Le con tribution qui ait jamais ete apportee a la 
taxinomie, a !'evolution et a la distribution, tant geographique que stratigraphique, des 
Cypraeacea vivantes et fossiles, et c'est aussi la plus compl<~ te bibliographie consacree au 
sujet. C'est d'ailleurs la somme des observations et des meditations de toute une vie presque 
entieremen t vouee a I' etude approfondie cl 'un groupe relativement restreint d'organismes et 
je ne crains pas d'affirmer que, dans l'avenir, l'usage cons tant de ce livre, en tant que source 
precieuse et presque inepuisable de documentation, sera indispensable a quiconque voudra entre­
prendre des recherches sur le mcmc groupe zoologiquc. C'est un grand privilege pour notre 
In titution que d'avoir ete choi ic pour a surer la diffu ion d'unc muvre de celte valeur. 

En vue d'esqui r le principalc ac livi le scienlifiqucs du Prof,. F. A. ClllLDEH, je ne 
puis mieux fairc que de transcrire ici l 'essen tiel de la notice biographique que le Dr Maria 
ScmLDEH a eu l ' extrem e obligeance de mettre a mon en tiere disposition. 

(( FHA ·z ALFHED ScHILDEH est ne le 13 avril 1896 a Prague (alors dans l 'Empire austro­
hongrois). Il gagne Vienne en 1908 et y termine ses etudes a l'lJniversite par I' obtention, 
en 1921, du grade de Docteur en Philosophie . En 1922 il emigra en Allemagne oil il devint 
assistant au Musee entomologique de Berlin . Entre 1925 et 1947, F. A. ScHILDEH fit partie 
du personnel scientifique du « Biologisch Reichanstalt » a N aumburg /Sa ale ou il se consacra 
principalement a la lutte contre le pou de la vigne (Phylloxera). En 1945 il fut eleve au poste 
de professeur de zoologie a l 'lJ niversite de Halle-sur-Saale et y enseigna surtout la zoogeographie 
et la statistique . Le Prof,. F . A. ScHILDER prit sa retraite en 1962 mais, en depit d'une sante 
precaire, il poursuivit ses travaux jusqu'a sa mort, survenue le 11 aout 1970. 

)) Alors qu'il etait etudiant, F. A. SCHILDER fut charge de faire le compte-rendu d'un 
livre de 0 . ScnNEIDER intitule « Muschelgeldstudien » et en vue de completer son expose il fit 
!'acquisition, dans un magasin de curiosites, de quelques coquilles de cyprees qui devinrent 
le noyau de sa celebre collection et l 'origine de l'interet tres vif qu'il eprouva pendant toute 
sa vie pour ces mollusques . Toutes ses heures de loisir etaient consacrees a l'etude de !'evolution, 
de la taxinomie et de la distribution des Cypraeacea vivantes et fossiles, et toutes ses vacances 
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a pare urir l'Europe pour se documenter a la source, i itant ainsi quclque nonante-cinq collec­
ti n , tant publiques que privees. Mis dans l'incapacite de poursuivre ses travaux habituels 
durant la econde gucrre mondiale, a cause de la precarite des communications et de la corres­
ponclan e, F. A. CHILDER r prlt de etude anterieures sur les variations de Cepaea (Helicidae) 
dont il r;colta per onnellement pres de 1.500 populations. 

n La coll clion ScHILDER comprcnd aujourd'hui pres de 24.000 coquilles de Cypraeacea 
vivante et fo ile parmi le quelles 518 sont des types decrits et figures, et environ 6.000 
radul pr~pare - d animatL' de la meme uperfamille. Il s'y trouve egalement environ 
150.000 oquille d Cepa a. Len -mble a ete depose et est actuellement conserve dans le 
Mu ee zool o·iqu de la llumboldt-Univer itat, 104 Berlin, Invalidenstrasse 43. La salle reservee 
a tt 11 li n r nf rm au i tou cs fichiers et les registres ou sont inscrites les mensurations 
et de ripti n mman r lati' au , qu lque 170.000 coquilles de Cypraeacea qui passerent 
nlre 1 du I rofr IllLDER au cour d'un demi-siecle de recherches. n 

d iroi nt d quatre cents publications redigees par F. A. ScHILDER traitent 
d Eratoidae t C tpraeidae et l'on en trouvera la liste complete dans la bibliographie 
du pr ~ nt memoir . I an 1i lc collections etudiees par lui il convient d'accorder ici une 
n ention I ' ial a l an ienne et celebre collection malacologique de Philippe DA TZE BERG qui 

t I 'p 'e a tuell m nt a la ection des Invcrtebres recents de l'Instilut royal des Sciences 
naturell , a Bruxelle . 

Le g nre childeria ToMLI ~ , 1930; l'espece recente Lyncina schilderorwn InEDALE, 1939; 
l' p\ c fo ile Zoila childeri DEY, 1941 et enfin la rare Cypraea tigris schilderiana GATE, 1961 
nt el ~ n mmee en hommagc a F. A. SCHILDER eta sa campagne. En 1924 le Dr F. A. ScHILDER 

avait epou e le Dr Maria HERTRICH, chimiste, et celle-ci prit rapidement gout a l'etude passion­
Dante d c pree . D' lors elle ne cessa jamais d'assister son mari dans ses etudes. 

MAXIME GLIBERT . 

Bruxelles, le 5 juillet i97i. 



GENERAL REMARKS 

The present paper has been compiled after fifty years' special research \vorl in cowrie , 
i.e. in the marine Gastropod families Triviidae (Eratoiclae), Pecliculariidae Cypraeiclae, and 
Ovulidae (Amphiperatidae). Our studies comprised both living and fo il taxa, and concerned 
chiefly the taxonomy of the shells (including variability and evolution), the anatomy of living 
species (especially the radula), and the distribution (zoogeography, tratigraphy). 

The aim of this paper is to facilitate further research work in cowrie by malacologi t 
and paleontologists . It contains three lists : 

1. a systematic list of all sufficiently characterized taxa of cowries arranged according 
to the writers' present views (3386 taxa); 

2. an alphabetical list of all names proposed for cowries, with exact references 
(3720 taxa); 

3. a bibliography of the books and papers concerning cowries (3650 titles). 

Previous papers with a similar design have been published by us in long intervals : 

i924 in Abhandl. Arch. Molluskenk. 1/2 : i-i92 (bibliography; alphabetical list of established taxa 
with their interpretation by later writers; the Eratoinae and Ovulidae are excluded); 

i932 in Fossilium Catalogus 1/55 : i-276 (bibliography; systematic list of living and fossil taxa 
with indication of distribution and synonymy. alphabetical index of names); 

i94i in Arch. Molluskenk. 73 : 57-i20 (systematic list with indication of mutual affinity of taxa 
and their distribution; most synonyms are omitted; no alphabetical index). 

Since World War II the world wide interest of scientists and collectors in cowries has 
much increased and the number both of published papers and of established new taxa has been 
augmented in a surprising way. Therefore the publication of the present paper seems to be 
justified. 

In our lists the following signs hav been used generally : 

( designates names not established in a valid way; 
( ... ) designates invalid authors of subsequently valid names (in the systematic list only); 

II designates names preoccupied by primary homonyms; 
[ ... ] designates remarks added by the writers, but not contained in the original text. 

Besides, the following principles have been adopted generally : 

1. We considered only taxa which been established as new names by an author in a 
valid or invalid way, but we omitted all erroneous interpretations of these names by later 
writers, even if this misuse has been popularized by subsequent monographers. 

Such erroneous interpretations have been designated by a cross ( x) preceding the name in 
SCHILDER i932Q, and by a 1 put between the name and the misinterpreting author in ScHILDER 1941V and 
in our later papers. 
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2. We con ide1ed only authors who really have published a new name m a valid or 
invalid way, but we omitted all authors said to have suggested first the name or mentioned 
it on labels, in letters, etc. as manuscript names prior to a printed publication by another 
author. 

3. V\'e enumerated a taxon twice, if has been published first in an invalid way, but later 
on adopted in a valid way; or if an author has established twice the same .taxon as new in 
different papers. 

4. We strictly adopted the 01iginal spelling of all names, excepted if the patronymic 
name of a taxon dedicated to a known scientist or collector did not agree with the usual spelling 
of the family name by himself; in such cases even diacritic signs have been reinstalled. 

5. Mi prints of names have been omitted generally, excepted if the repeated use of a 
misspelled name points to a lapsus mentis rather than to a lapsus calami of the writer. 

6. In the alphabetical list of names and in the bibliography the alphabetical sequence 
has been strictly observed; therefore e.g. caeca and coeca will be found on the proper place 
among the ca ... and co ... , (though they are homonyms according to the rule ) and MACGLLIVRAY 
and McGILL are kept apart by many other names of authors. Modified vowels, as the German 
a, o, ii and the Danish 0 have been treated as ae, oe, and ue re pectively (as e.g. 0. BoTTGER 
spelled his name BoETTGER in 1883M himself). 

7. Generally we are strict followers of the International Rules of Zoological Nomen­
clature (1958), but we do not think it ad visible to put a comma between the author and year 
of publication (art. 22), to suppress the diacritic signs in spite of the right of ever body to spell 
his name in hi national way (art. 32 c i), and to put the author in parentheses if a name of 
the specie level is placed into another genus (art . 51 d), which sign designates invalid authors 
m our paper. 

8. Moreover, we have adopted from our previous papers two practical formal methods 
which are probably new to many readers, viz. 

(a.) the addition of a di tinctive capital to the year of every publication which remain 
con tant whenever the paper will be quoted ( ee ScHILDER 1932Q : 4), and 

(b .) the use of three-digit system of numbers to replace generic ( ubgen ric) names so 
that each taxon ea ily can be found in the systematic li t without indication of a page (see 
ScmLDER 1968G : 264 and ScHILDER 1969Z : 367). 

Maria ScmLDER has compiled the bibliography and checked the quotations in the alpha­
betical li t, Franz Alfred ScHILDER is respon ible for the classification and the arrangement 
of taxa in the systematic list. 

The deadline generally i December 31, 1968. Some later papers have been added only 
if they are important for taxonomy, especially if they contain descriptions of new taxa published 
in the most important malacological periodicals and books, which became known to the 
writers till December, 1969. 


