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INTR ODUCT IO N 

The pre ent paper i the econd one in a series of micropaleontological studies on the 
Eocene and Oli()"ocene of Belgium b a team of the Paleontological Department of the 
l\Iineralogical-Gcological In Lilule of the Lale University at Utrecht. The first paper, dealing 
with th O· tracocla of both Eocene and Oligocene was published by Dr. A. J . KEIJ (1957) . 
The re~ull of the third ~ tucl ·, that of l\Ir. J. P. H. KAAsscmETER on the Eocene Foraminifera 
of Belg ium will be pub Ii hed in the near future. 

The OliO"ocene of Belgium ha pecial importance for general tratigraphy ince it 
includ e the type depo, it of the Tongrian and the Rupelian. The deposits of both these unit 
had been included in BEYnrcn's original description of the Oligocene. 

For our micropaleontological -investigation over three hundred samples were taken from 
numcrou piL , maller outcrops or from auger cores. They cover the various unit of the 
Lower and ~Iiddle OliO"ocene (Tongeren and Rupel formations). The sampling wa carried 
oul during altogether three months in Belgium in 1953 and 1954. 

In addition lo the above mentioned amples collected in the field, some fifty more 
ample, were im e~ tiCYated from boring and mine hafts. They were needed mainly for the 

foraminifcral a ociation of the Belgian Upper Oligocene, the a-called and of Yoort, which 
1 unknown from outcrop . For comparison the content of ome Miocene sample were 
imc ligated. The were derived from the sand of Antwerp (Anversian) and from the horizon 
of Hou thalen. 

Another important , erie of ample , derived from shaft IY of the coal-mine Hendrik 
in Dutch outh-Limburg, enabled a more detailed tudy of the microfauna of the Lower 
Tongeren beds. 

For further compari on the foraminiferal contents of some samples from the cla ic 
Iocalitie of the German "\Iiddle and Upper Oligocene, Hermsdorf, Pietzpuhl, Astrup near 
0 nabrilck and Ka, cl, and of the German l\liocene of Dingden are dealt ·with. In this 
connection we also incorporated the microfauna of material from two localitie of the )fiddle 
Oligocene in the eastern ::\elherland C"'interswijk and the Kuiperberg near Ootmarsum). 

Apart from the result of our inve Ligation of the Foraminif era, remarks are added on 
lhe stratigraphy of the Belgian Oligocene. For this purpose several weeks -..-..~ere pent in 
Bru sel amon()" the archi-.. e of the Geological urYey of Belgium. The data from many borings 
enabled the con true lion of , ix stratigraphic map of the Belgian Oligocene depo its. The lack 
of a sufficient number of reliable data prevented the drawing of definite stratigraphic conclu­
sions· only a number of suggestion can be given. 
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