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ensure that their ECAs adopt EIA and SEA procedures to
incorporate biodiversity considerations into their procedures.
The functions of biodiversity and its values that could be
affected by the proposed project or programme must be made
public, as well as the type of mitigation/rehabilitation meas-
ures required and the exact procedures for ensuring the par-
ticipation of local communities and indigenous peoples in
decision making.

Finally, the integration of environmental protection, includ-
ing biodiversity issues, in the definition and implementation
of the EU’s trade, internal market and development policies
is mandatory under the Amsterdam Treaty.??

None of these requirements is enforced against European
companies operating abroad, a double standard that benefits
big companies at the expense of biodiversity and peoples
worldwide.

23. Articles 3 and 3¢, Amsterdam Treaty.

9. Conclusion

For EU Member States to implement the requirements of the
CBD, they must address the impact of the activities of EU-
based ECAs. The wider application and enforcement of ex-
isting rules to ECAs, and the development of stringent social
and environment guidelines based on existing guidelines en-
dorsed by these governments as parties to the CBD, is needed
for the EU to avoid the hypocrisy of elaborating rules to pro-
tect its own environment while taking a permissive attitude
to the destruction its industries cause abroad.
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