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the responsibility between regional, national and European 
collections by the establishment of decentralised collections 
of fruit accessions , to ensure long-te1m conservation and 
easy access to the important biodiversity for European horti
culture, sylviculture, cultural heritage or science. The differ
ent steps are as follows : 
• the first step is to define which criteria will be used for 

selecting the accessions that belong to the virtual 'Na
tional collection'. The decision is taken in collaboration 
with all collection curators and following some priority 
criteria. Criteria could be for example Belgian origin or 
strong socio-cultural and historical relation to Belgium 
and a good adaptation to our pedoclimatic conditions, ex
traordinary traits of cultivars that have a potential interest 
for our country ; 

• secondly, the original material from all collections have to 
be sorted out by collecting passport data and minimum 
evaluation and characterisation data; 

• thirdly, comparing data from different collections and 
pointing out unique and original material to avoid un
known redundancy ; 

• fourthly, establishment of the 'National collection' list; 
• fifthly, establishment of protocols for the network struc

ture and sharing the responsibility for the save conserva
tion strategy of this priority collection list. 

Such procedures have to be followed both at the regional 
level, at the national level and finally at the European level 
where the 'European Collection ' is considered as the sum of 
the different national collections. The global management of 
the network will be coordinated by the ECP/GR, in collabo
ration with the respective European Central Crop Database 
managers . 

5.3. SAFE DUPLICATION AND 'IN SITU' OR 'ON FARM ' 
CONSERVATION 

The Department collaborates in numerous projects of re
gional and local administrations, schools , environmental and 
historical associations aiming to preserve, restore or plant 
standard trees orchards with old local fruit cultivars. Some of 
these orchards are used as a network of multi-local evalua
tion and others will be used as a saved duplication site for our 
ex situ collection (VILLETTE et al. , 2003). Some associations 
and administrations in the Flemish and Walloon regions are 
also very active on this topic but there is very little coordina
tion between those initiatives, which finally do not contribute 
significantly to an efficient and save conservation policy. 
Other projects include fa1mers who benefit from the EU agri
environmental measures , and aim to contribute to the conser
vation of fruit biodiversity and to landscape and nature pro
tection, in combination with economical profit by producing 
'te1rnir ' products. 

Such an 'on farm' conservation network is only feasible if 
there is a link with well documented and characterised ex situ 
collections. Organising this kind of strategy before the char
acterisation and the evaluation of the material is really risky 
because we do not know the real percentage of unique mate
rial that will be safely conserved. On the other hand, old 

standard tree orchards play as such an important role for 
landscape and environmental quality. 

Raising public awareness 

Both the collecting and the reintroduction operations have 
been a large popular success in our country, extending even 
to the neighbouring north of France. Since 1978, our research 
and development project has been the subject of 192 papers 
in dailies or weeklies and more specialised periodicals, and 
58 radio or television programs. There were also more than 
278 conferences, participations to exhibitions and group vis
its to our fruit tree collections organised on request of institu
tions or associations. 

6. Conclusions 

There are many facts that clearly underline the importance of 
coordinating our efforts by integrating different sectors and 
stakeholders and by developing a diversity of approaches if 
we want to achieve the objective of the conservation and the 
sustainable utilisation of our agricultural biological diversity. 

The best approach for developing coordinated strategies for 
the conservation of agricultural biodiversity is to put the pri
ority on the documentation , the evaluation and the charac
terisation of the material held in the collections. CHAPMAN 
(1989) wrote "Until a collection has been evaluated and 
something is known about the material it contains, it has little 
practical use. Such situation has been likened to a library 
where none of the books are catalogued". This process is of 
utmost importance for pointing out the potential utilisation of 
fruit biodiversity and for a better knowledge of the material. 

Collaboration with different sectors for its valorisation in 
many different fields creates a dynamic interaction that rep
resents the best situation for a safe conservation of FTGR. 
Following this approach many concrete valorisation actions 
have already been achieved and promising results are of po
tential interest for the next future. 

We need efficient and well-coordinated programmes at the 
regional and national levels that can contribute to socio-eco
nomic development at both levels. If agricultural biological 
diversity activities are to meet cunent and future broad 
needs , they require effective coordination, both horizontally, 
across different sectors , different regional and federal Minis
tries and administrations but also stakeholders groups, and 
vertically, between policy, institutional and field-level activi
ties. It is the only way to minimise duplication of effort and to 
ensure complementarities between activities . 
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