
Figs 51 and 52 (next page). Bazzania decrescens (Lehm. & Lindenb.) Trev. ssp. 
decrescens 

Plants bright green to olive-green, medium-sized to wide plants, shoot width (1.6-)2-3.6(-
4) mm. Leaves not caducous, 0.6-1.3 mm long, 1.8-2.5 x as long as wide, apex truncate 
and divided into 3 wide teeth. Underleaves shallowly 2- or 4-lobed. Habitat: Epiphytic or 
on dead wood in montane rainforests, 1900-2300 m. Distribution in Rwanda: Volcano 

NP: Karisimbi. Nyungwe NP: Karamba, Kamiranzovu, Uwinka, Gisakura. Distribution in 
Africa: Bioko, Congo-Brazzaville, Gabon, DR Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, 

Zimbabwe, Malawi, Mozambique, South Africa. Also Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, 
Réunion, Seychelles.
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Figs 53 and 54 (next page). Bazzania descrecens ssp. pumila (Mitt.) Pócs 
Synonym: Bazzania pumila Mitt. Similar to Bazzania decrescens ssp. decrescens. Leaves 
caducous, small to medium-sized plants, shoot width never exceeding 2 mm, underleaves 

usually 2-lobed. Habitat: Epiphytic or on dead wood, 1900-2500 m. Distribution in 
Rwanda: Nyungwe NP: Rwasenkoko, Karamba, Uwinka. Distribution in Africa: Bioko, 

DR Congo, Tanzania. Also Comoros, Madagascar.
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Fig. 55. Bazzania nitida (Web.) Grolle 
Plants green, glossy, shoots up to 1.8 mm wide. Leaves 0.9-1.3 x 0.5-0.7 mm, apex 

truncate, with 3 short decurved apiculi, with a vitta of 2-4 rows of wide rectangular cells 
extending nearly to leaf-apex. Underleaves not much wider than stem, 2-4-lobed to half 
of their length. Cell walls colourless. Habitat:  Epiphytic or on dead wood, 1900-2100 

m. Distribution in Rwanda: Nyungwe NP: Karamba, Kamiranzovu, Uwinka, Gisakura. 
Distribution in Africa: Bioko, Cameroon, DR Congo, Burundi, Tanzania, Malawi, South 

Africa. Also Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion, Seychelles.
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Fig. 56. Bazzania roccatii Gola 
Synonym: Mastigobryum laxifolium Steph. Plants brown, glossy, with soft slender shoots 

up to 2 mm wide. Leaves ovate to ovate-oblong, apex narrow, with (2-)3(-4) teeth. 
Underleaves orbicular, usually 1.5-2.5 x as wide as the stem, cell walls with brown 

pigment. Habitat: Epiphyte on Erica and Hagenia, 2800-3300 m Distribution in Rwanda: 
Nyungwe NP: Mt. Bigugu. Volcano NP: Karisimbi, Karisoke, Sabyinyo. Distribution in 

Africa: Bioko, Cameroon, DR Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi.
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