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Fig. 302. Leaves of Jatropha curcas L. (Picture by PPRI)

Fig. 303. Inflorescence of Jatropha curcas L. (Picture by Geoff R. Nichols)
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Fig. 304. Fruits of Jatropha curcas L. (Picture by Geoff R. Nichols)

Fig. 305. Seeds of Jatropha curcas L. (Picture by Geoff R. Nichols)
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2. Jatropha gossypiifolia L. var. elegans (Pohl) Müll.Arg.
In: De Candolle, Prodromus Systematis Naturalis Regni Vegetabilis 15(2): 1087 
(1866).

Common names: bellyache bush, cotton-leaved physic nut, red fig-nut, red fig-nut 
flower, red physic nut, wild cassada, wild cassava (English).

Erect shrubs up to 2–3 m tall. Young shoots exuding brownish latex. Leaves 
alternate; petiole 3–13 cm long, with stipitate glands adaxially; blade broadly ovate 
in outline, 6–10 × 8–14 cm, 3(5)-lobed, cordate, reddish-brown to dark bronze-
coloured, glabrous, 3–5-nerved from the base; lobes obovate to oblanceolate, 
middle lobe 4–10 × 2–5 cm, margins glandular and minutely toothed; stipules 
multifid, 4–8 mm long. Inflorescence leaf-opposed, paniculate, up to 8–18 
cm long; peduncle 6–8 cm long. Male flowers: sepals c. 2.5 mm long; petals 
obovate, c. 3.5 mm long, dark red; disk glands 5; stamens 8, in two whorls, 2–3 
mm long. Female flowers: calyx and petals as in the male flowers but twice larger; 
disk 5-lobed; ovary 3-lobed to subglobose, c. 2 × 2 mm; style c. 1.5 mm long, 
stigma bifid. Fruit a 3-lobed to subglobose capsule, c. 1 × 1 cm, septicidally and 
loculicidally dehiscent. Seed compressed ellipsoid-ovoid, 7 × 4 mm, light brown; 
caruncle multifid. Distribution: SA. (Fig. 306).

References: Radcliffe-Smith (1986, 1996), Carter (2002).

Jatropha gossypiifolia (Fig. 307) is native to the West Indies, and Central and 
South America (Radcliffe-Smith, 1986). It was introduced into the Old World tropics 
where it was planted as a quick-growing hedge and boundary plant. It is also grown 
ornamentally for its striking dark red young foliage (Fig. 308). It is widely planted 
as an ornamental and medicinal plant in villages of the tropics (Kawanga, 2007). It 
escaped and became naturalised throughout tropical Africa, but only sporadically 
in northern South Africa.

Fig. 306. Distribution map of 
Jatropha gossypiifolia L. var. 

elegans (Pohl) Müll.Arg.




