MARS (Multimedia Archaeological Research System)
An open-source web database to manage all data
from collection to repository.
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B The standardized recording of the complete information of an B NESPOS already offers a centralized technical solution for the B MARS is based on the Plone CMS which offers one of the
archaological excavation is a complex task due to the storage and sharing of information and data on Pleistocene richest WEB 2.0 Open Source applications. Plone is very stable
multidisciplinary aspect of fieldwork. After the excavation, the humans. MARS is a complementary decentralized tool at the and has the best security track record of any major CMS.
scientific study of the field data and collected specimens involves institution level that can be easily adapted for other periods and MARS uses the most current version of Plone (Plone 4.2). In
again collaborative work from specialists of different disciplines. topics. It manages documents, pictures, 3D files, PDFs, and MARS the basic set of objects available in Plone was enriched
After subsequent publications, the artifacts and specimens other format files in relation to an extensive, structured object with new objects related to the data model.
become part of museum and/or university collections. database dedicated to the description of sites, their stratigraphy,

B Access rights can be defined by roles, user groups and at the

and associated collections and repositories, in a similar way to .
user level for each object. A complete workflow allows to start

. _ . L
MARS is a collaborative application developed by the RBINS the data model of NESPOS.

and by Makina Corpus in order to manage this information. using a private status, then to share data with colleagues, and
Funding came from the Belgian Federal Science Policy B Potential users of MARS are scientific institutions, finally to share data with the whole scientific community after
(BELSPO). The Paleolithic cave site of Spy (Belgium) was used administrations, and private companies involved in archeology, their publication by simply changing the publication status of
as a case study and is available for a live demo. paleontology, and biological anthropology. objects and folders.

¥ The site ObjeCt IS containi ng the Spy Cave, Lohest (1885-188¢) I Spy Cave, Lohest (1885-1836) ® Collections are deSig ned as
ObjeCtS related to the Iocation, the C“:e"i‘l':‘::‘::::“‘l”s:‘i:’s'“s “““““““ WOrYiars LS SURES Dot Ion by Liohast Fam fly in 1994. Ep&:?;live‘ 1ié£ﬂ:::gr:mams b and ivory artifacts. Excavations 1886. Donation by Lohest ObjeCt Containers They are alSO
excavation(s), the stratigraphies and S " At by ' specific fields
the archeological structure(s). o — . characterizing  their  inventory
® The site is also defined by specific : number, origin, site, copyright,

curation, repository, and free
related items. Tables of content
with a search function allow to
select objects for viewing or editing.

fields such as the site type, the
chronology, the discovery, and the
maps. Site objects can be related to
all other MARS content(s).
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done by several approaches from the Google-like search 1o the easily imported and exported through the use of a Zip file and Plone are open-source solutions. The source); O]E)MARS are
very specific search for unique value of a specific field. The including the hierarchy of the structure and its contents. P '

available at: https://github.com/RBINS/mars.

B Nevertheless, a commercial technical support can be provided
by Makina Corpus, which developed the latest version of the

search form can be customized with the WYSIWYG editor by all
registered users and search values can be edited by
anonymous users. Searching is possible in the entire site as

B All Plone/MARS objects can be imported and exported
through CSV files that preserve the relationships between
objects. The files can be opened as spreadsheets, edited, and

well as in specific folders. References to literature have a _ _ o application
specific catalog and a specific search interface. re-imported in the MARS application. > Makina Corpus
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