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LEAF-FEED I NG COLEOPTERA OF GREECE 

1. CHRYSOMELOIDEA AND CURCULIONOIDEA 
COLLECTED IN THE YEARS 1961 AND 1962 

by M.E. TZANAKAKIS, B.J. SELMAN and R.T. THOMPSON 

The present paper is the first report on an attempt lo collect, 
preserve, and identify the leaf-feeding Cd'.eoptera of Greece to 
determine their host plants, the degree and type of damage thev 
do, their distribution, abundance and life history nnder Greek 
conditions .. 

Most of the species listed herenn,der have been previonsly 
reported from Greece but, for most of them, there are no records 
of hast iplants, feeding habits, etc. in this country, and for some 
not even from other countries. 

In the text, the numerals preceding the location name indicate 
the number of speômens observed or colle<eted. Those in paren
thesis refer to the literature sources used which are listed al the 
end of the paper. 
. Ex<:ept where otherwise stated, the material on which this paper 
1s base<l was collected by the senior author. The Chrvsomeloidea 
weredeterminedby B.J.S.{1) and the Curculionoidea by- R.T.T.(2). 

CLYTRIDAE 

l. Clytra atraphaxidis LAICHARTING. 2 ô ô, 5 I' \' Aegina 2.VII. 
196r feeding on the leaves of yonng female pistachio trees Pistacia 
vera L.; I I' Evinohorion {near lVIessolongion)· S.VII.196z on dry 
annna:l Compositae; 2 ôô, 2 I' \' Zachlorou (Achaia) 21.VIl.1962 
on Cynodon dactylon (Bermuda grass). 

This species was aise, fonnd in Greece in 1885 by VON ÜERTZEN 

{r) Co~monwealth Institute of Entomologv, I.ondo\t. 
(2} Bnttsh Museum (Natur.al History), I.-oi1do11. 



Bun. Ann. Soc. Roy. E11t. Belg.> 99 

in Attica, the Peloponnese, and the islands of Aegina, Rhodos, 
and Ohios (13). It bas also been recorded in other parts of the 
wor.ld such as France, Asia J\Œinor, Iran, T'urkestan, the Atlas, 
the Sierra Nevada, Southern Russia and 1fongolia, on the leavcs 
of wi!low, the flowers of Sambuws, and on other plants. 

2. Clytra novempunctata ÜL. Many males and females from 
several localities in Attiea 7.V.1961, 20.V.196!, 29.V.196r, 31.V. 
196!, 5.VI.1961; Nea Peramos (Megaris), 8.V.1961; Xylocastron 
(Corinthia) 8.V.196!, feeding on the foliage of male and fema'.e 
Pistacia 'Jera L. ; Alyssos (Achaia) 15. VI. 196! feeding on the 
leaves of P·istacia '"Uera and Pistacia te-rebinthus L.; Agrinion 
17.Vl.1961 and Criklos (Valtos) 25.VI.196, feedin.g on the leavcs 

of P. terebinthus. 
CALWER (4) mentions that this species occurs in Sardinia and 

Greece. It has also been r5ported by other authors as occuring in 
Europe, North Africa, the Caucasus, Asia Iviinor, Iran, Syria, 

and Crimea. 

3. Tituboea biguttata OL. Many males and females Alyssos 
(Achaia) 15.VI.196, feeding on foliage of Pistacia vera L. and 
P. terebinthus L.; Aegialia 13.VI.1961 on P. lentiscus L. 

vo:-: ÜER'l'ZE~ recorded it in Greece (Peloponnese), and other 
authors in southern France, Spain, Algeria, Italy, Sicily, and 
Greece (Peloponnese), occuring usually on oak, Tamarix, and 

other plants. 

1. La-chnaea orientalis \1/EISE. Many males and fomales from 
Severa! localities in Attica 4.V.1961 to 5.VI.196!, and Xylokastron 
(Corinthia) 8.V.1~1 feeding on leaves of Pistacia vera; Alyssos 
(Achaia) 15.VI.1961 feeding on !eaves of P. vera and P. terebin
thus; Aegialia 13.VI.1961 on P. terebinthus and P. !entisws L.; 
southern shores of the Amhrakikos gnH 1S.VI.1961 feeding on 
leaves of P. terebinth-us; Kiaton (Corinthia) Ir .VI. 1961 feding on 

leaves of P. lentisous. 
ÜERTZEN (13) found it in continental Greece and Crete, and 

CALWER (4) states that it occurs in Greece. vVe have not traced 
any reports of bhis species from countries other than Greece. 

5. Macrolenes dentipes ÜL. Many males and females from 
Severa] localities in Attica from 4.V.196r to 31.V.r~r feeding on 
the foliage of Pistacia vera L.; Nea Peramos (Megaris) 8.V.1~1 
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on P. vera; Alyssos (Achaia) 15.VI.1~1 on P. vera and p tere
bint/ms L. ; Kerkyra (Corfu) 23.VI. 1961 on P. vera and P: tere
binthus; Aegialia 13.VI.196, on P. terebinthus and P. lenlis
ws L.; Kiaton (Corinthia) 11.VI.196, on P. lentiscus; Salamis 
9.VII.1961 on P. lentisciis. 

It bas recently been reported that this species in Attica caused 
appreciable damage to yonng pistachio trees in Mav eating n 
most of their tender foliage (1j). - ' p 

ÜERTZE, _(13) found it in several parts of continental Greece, 
and on the 1slands of Crete Cepha'llenia and ''ea1'na It · k , , _f-1.. o . 1s nown 
to o:Tur all over southern Europe and ~orth Africa, actording to 
LEFEVRE (II) on young oak trees. 

CRYPTOCEPHALIDAE 

6._ Cryptocephalus fui vus GoEzE. One, Paenia (Attica) 7. v. 1961 ; 
2, :\ea Pe:amos_ (Megans) 8.V.1961; ï, Achinos (Magnesia) 5.v. 
1962 on I istac,a 'Vera; 2, Psathopyr.gos (Achaia) rS. V. 1962 011 

Pislacia lenliscus. 

ÜERT%E, found it in Attica. This species which in Jength does 
not exeed 3-0 mm. has a wide distribution. It has been reported 
from Italy, Southern Europe, Germany England Rnssia Siberia 
and North China, occuring on ,villow p~plar oak hazel 'r1 , , , , iymus 
sp. and on lawns. 

7. Cryptocephalus imperialis LAlCH. 1 d, Psathopyrgos (Aehaia) 
14. V._196, on Pistacia lerebinthus L. 

This s:pecies was found by Oertzen in Attica, Elis, and the 
1,noun~ Parnassus. It is also known to occur in Italy, France 
Austna and generally in Central and Southern Europe. It ha~ 
also been reported on birch and hazel. 

. ~- Cryptocep_halus ilicis ÜLIV. 4 d ô, 5 \! \' Achinos (Magnesia) 
.,.\ .1962 on Pislacia vera; II dd 8 I' <;' Atalanti 12 V ""-p· l · · ' .. Iyv2 on 

1s ~c,a terebinthus and P lentisws; 1 \! Psathopyrgos (Achaia) 
14.v .i962 on P. lentiscus. 

This species was fonnd in the sunrnrer of 1~2 feeding on the 
foliage of Pyracantha in Kifissia by Dr. K. HAGEN and in home 
gardens of other locations of Attica by the last author. 

r ÜERTZE,i fonnd it in AUica and the Parnassus. CI.AVAREAU (s) 
eports that the ab. Postice,ns/ttutus Pic of this spe<:ies was found 
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in Yannina ,(Epirus). It has also been reported from Austria, 
Italy, Sardinia, Sicily, Istanbul, Asia Minar and generally in 
Southern Europe. We have not been able to find other reports on 

the hast or food plants of this species. 

9. Pachybrachys limbatus MËNÉTR. Many males and females 
from several localities in Attica from 4.V.1()61 to 5.Vl.1961; 
One, Achinos (Magnesia) 5.V. 1962, many males and females Alyssos 
(Achaia) on 14.V.1962 and few on 7.VII.1()62 on Pistacia vera. 
Many in Atalanti 12.V.1962, a few in Psathopyrgos (Achaia) 14.V. 
1962 and many in Alyssos (Achaia) 14.V.1()62 on P. lerebinthus. 

A few in Atalanti 12.V.1962 on P. leniisrns. 
ÜERTZEN collected it in Greece Peloponnese, the Parnassus, 

Corfu, Aegina, and Rhodes as early as 1835. lSAAKrnES (ro) re
ported it as injurions to the grape vines Vitis vinifern in Zakynthos 
(Zante) in 1934. Il was also recorded on grape in Attica in 1950-
1952 (2). This species has thus far been reported only from Greece 

and Tnrkey. 
CHRYSOMELIDAE 

JO. Chrysolina (Chrysomela) menthastri SuFFR. Many near 
Kiaton (Corinthia) rr.Vl.1961 feeding on the leaves of mint. 
ÜERTZEN (13) reported it as occuring on the Greek mainland and 
the islands of Kerkyra (Corin), Scopelos, and Sciathos. 

This species is know to occur on -mint in central and southern 
Europe as well as in Siberia and the Caucasus (4,20). 

11. Plagiodera versicolora (LA1CH.) Many in Arta 30.III. 1()62 
on wiHow, feeding on the tender new leaves at the tips of twigs. 

This species, whi,ch has a wide distribution covering Europe) 
North Africa, Siberia and J a pan (20) was recorded in Greece by 

Oertzen on the Parnassus and Crete (13). 

HALTICIDAE 

12. Podagrica fuscicorois (L.) Many in Patras 15.IV.1961 on 
MahJa sp. Known to occur in Greece {Attica, the Parnassus and 
CephaHenia) (13). HE1KERTINGER and Cs1K1 mention that the range 
of distribution of this species exten<ls from south England and 
France to Rolland, Dernmark, northern Germany, Poland and the 
Caucasus and tbat in the south it is found as the subspecies cl,ry-

1 
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somel-ina (9). Reported on .1.'1al'ua! Allhaea rosea and wiHow in 
temperate Europe (4), and on Malvaceae throughout Italy (16). 

13. Podagrica malvae semirufa (Küsr.) Many in Patras 15.IV. 
1961 on the same Aialva plants as the previous species. HEIKRR
n:-..·GER and Cs1Kr give as its distribution the 1v1editerranean coun
tries of Europe and Africa (9), and CAI.WHR mentions that it was 
recorded in Sardinia (4). 

1 :· Psylliodes sp.nr. dulcamarae (KOCH) 6 near Sounion (Attica) 
20.v .196r on Cardnus sp .. P. dulcamarae is widelv distributed 
in Europe including Italy, A11bania, Bulgaria, in Asia J\-Iinor and 
the Caucasns (9). Reported on Solanwn dulcamara 

15. Aphthona pallida (BACH) ssp. nigriceps Redt. , Marathon 
(Attica) 10.Vl.1961 on non identified annual weeds. 

0

lt has been 
reported from the Mediterranean countries of Europe and Africa 
mdudmg Greece and some of its is1ands as well as from the Cau
casus {9). PORTA reports it on Geranium plalense in several parts 
of ltaly (r6). 

16. Haltica sp. 8 Marathon ro.VI.1961 on thisble. 

17. Haltica sp. Many Achaia 14.Vl.1961 on grape vines (Vi/.is 
'uinifera). 

18. Haltica sp.? oleracea (L.) 8 Arta (Epirus) 24.VI.1961 on 
an un-identified annual \Yeed. H. ol.eracea L. which is well distri
buted over southern Europe, Asia 11:inor, the Caucasus, Persia, 
Turkestan and 11a·nchuria, was recorded in Attica, the Tavgetus 
an,d Crete by ÜERTZE~ (13). • 

19. Epitrix pubescens (KocH) Many Kiaton (Corinthia) 11.VI. 
196r on S_olanmn nigrum. Found by Emge in Greece {13). Known 
to occur 1Il Europe, Asia 11inor, the Caucasus, Turkestan and 
W S'b . , 'est 1 ena. lt has been recor,ded on Solan.urn and J-Jyoscymnus 
in western and centra1 Italy, Sardinia and Corsica (r2). 

GALERUCIDAE 

20. Aulacophora foveicollis (Luc.) 3 Zakynthos (Zante) on 
Cucurbitaceae ro.V.196r. This species has in recent years been 
report-ed from several localities in Greece, as a pest of Cucurbi-_ 
taceae and especially of melon in Argolis, Theosprotia, Messolon-
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gion and Lechaena (2, 3, 10). It is known to occur along the 

Mediterranean coast (21). 

HISPIDAE 

21. Dicladispa testacea (L.) Many, Aegialia 13.VI.1961 on the 
leaves of Cisl-as sp. skeletonizing them. Distributed over southern 
Europe, north Africa, Syria and Asia Minor (4, 19) and recorde_d 
on Cistus in lta,ly and several Italian islauds. ÜERl'ZE~ found li 

in Greece (A ttica and Corfu). 

CURCULIONIDAE 

22. Polydrosus aml.Îpes BRULLÉ. Numerous near E,~inochorion 
(Messolongion) 2.IV.1962 on willow an,d almond, feedrng on l~e 
tender foliage at the tips of lwigs. On the almond trees two wee_vils 
per twig were counted on an aV·erage, arnd ·many w~re seen ;mating. 
Several near Velestin0n (Thessaly) 9.V. 1962 on w1llow wh1ch was, 
at the time, in full b!oom. Many near Atalanti 12.V.1962 on 
Pislacia terebintht1s L., and several near Psathopyr-gos {Achaia) 
18.V.1g62 on Pistacia ientiscus L .. RecoDded from Greece, Sicily 
and Asia Minor (7). ÜERTZE~ who mentions it as P. annipes 
Schi:inh. found it in Greece and the Greek islands Crete and 

Corfu (13). 

23. Polydrosus angustus (LUCAS) Severn! in Philothei (Att!ca) 
4.V.1g61 on male pistachio. Many in Koukouvaounes (Attica) 
5 .VI. 196r on female young pistachio trees (Pistacia 'Jera L._). 
Many in Anabyssos (Attica) 20. V. 1961 on ahnond. Severa! lI1 

Xvlocastron and Nea Peramos (Megaris) 8.V.1961 and L10pes1 
(Attica) 7.V. 1g61 on male pistachio. Many near Evinochor(on 
(Messdlongion) 16.V.1g62 on the same almon<l tr_ees on_ wh1ch 
P. armipes was collected in early April 1962. This spec1es bas 
been knmvn to occur in Greece and its islands Crete, Naxos and 

Lesbos, as well as in Asia Minor (7). 

24. Phyllobius montanus MILLER. Many near Liopesi (:'-ttica) 
11.IV.1962 on oak, feeding on the tender foliage. This spec1es bas 
been recorded. in Greece (the mountains Parnassus, Parnes and 
Taygetus, the islands of Enboea and Cephallenia and Athens_ (', 
12, 13). LoNA (12) gives no records from other countnes bes1des 

Greece. 
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25. Phyllohius ohlongus (L.) Many in Arta 30.III.1962 on willow, 
feeding on the tender foliage at the tips of twigs. This species is 
known to occur in Europe (4, 12). CALWER mentions that it is 
found in temperate and southern Europe from May ta July, and 
that it becomes harmfuJ hy gnawing the bnds of fruit trees in the 
spring. ÜERTZE'1 (13) found it iu northern Greece and the Pelo
ponnes-e eighty years ago. It has r~ently been recorded in Greece 
as destructive to sweet cherry in Steno 1viantinias (Peloponnese) 
in 1931 (ro), Kastoria (2), and Zahori, Eurostini (14). It was also 
recorded on walnut in Kalavryta in 1961 (.,). 

26. Sitona crinitus {HBS'l'.) Niany near Larissa 25.V.1961 on 
bean fd1iage. It occurs in the palaearctic region, and has also 
been reported from western north America {Oregon and Southern 
California) (S). ÜERTZE, found it in Attica and the island Cephalle
nia (13). 

27. Sitona lineatus (L.) Three near Larissa 25.V.1g61 on bean 
foliage (in the same field with the specimens of the previous 
species). Known from man y parts of Europe and the palaearctic 
region {8) where it occurs on conifers, clover, .peas, beans etc., 
eating the young plants in early spring (4). Already recorded in 
Greece (Parnassus, Nafplion, Corfu, Crete, Scope1os, Karys
tos) (13). IsAAKIDES (ro) reported it as injurions to lncerne in 
Naousa (N. Greece) in 1937. 

28. Larinus cynarae (F.) Many near Agrinion 17.Vl.196r on 
Card-wus sp. This species is knmvn to exist in southern France, 
Spain, Ita1y, the Baleares, Corsica, Sardinia, Sici1y, Malta, and 
Tremiti, Tunisia, Hungary and southern Russia (4, 6, 15). 

29. Larinus latus -(HBST .) Severa] in Paramythia (E,pirus) 20. VI. 
r9l51 on the flower heads of Carduus sp. Known to occur in sou
thern Europe, Asia Minor, Syria, the Caucasus, and Persia (4, 6). 
ÜERTZEN found it on the Greek mainland, in Cepha),Jenia and 
Crete {13). 

30. Larinus scolymi (Ouv.) Many in Agrinion 17.Vl.1961 on 
Cirsiuni s.p. This species is known to exist in the Mediterranean 
region including Italy and the Italian islands Spain Madeira 

' ' and southern France {4, 6, 15). ÜERTZE, reports it in Greece (Elis 
and the Taygetns). 
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31. Larinus syriacus Gvu. Severa! near Corinth 8.IV.1961 on 
the flowerheads of Cirsium sp .. Cs1KI mentions that this species 
has been recorded in Romelia, Greece, Crete, Asia lVIinor, Syria1 
Palestine, Persia, Transcaspia and Turkestan (6). ÜER1ZE, (13) 
found it on the Creek islands of Kas and Scopelos. 

32. Latinus orientalis CAP. Severa\ in Corinth 2.VI.1961 on 
the flower heads of Cirsinm sp. Cs1KI (6) mentions that it has been 

fonnd in Greece and Asia Minar. 

33. Larinus rusticanus GvLL . .Many near Agrinion lï-VI.1961 
on Cirsium sp. flower heads. l(nown to live in the ]i{editerranean 
region (6) including Italy (15) and Greece (4). ÜERTZE, found it 
in lùfplion, the Taygetus and the island of Naxos. 

34. Bangasternus planifrons {BRULLÉ). Many near Mesolongion 
16.VI. 1961 on Cirsiwn sp. This species bas been recorded on the 
Italian island Lussina, in Dalmatia, I-Ierzegovina, Greece, Asia 
Minar and Syria (4, 6, 15). ÜERTZEN also found this species, which 
he recorded as B. planifrons Gyll., in Greece and the Greek island 

Corfu (13). 

35. Pseudocoeliodes rubricus (Gvu,.) Many on male Pistacia 
vera in May 1961 attacking foliage. Severa! locations in Attica 
and Xylocastron (Corinthia). Larvae in J\Jpril in male flower buds, 
and inflorescences feeding on ma1e flowers and burrowing into the 

floral axes (18). 
ÜliRTZEN found it on the Parnassus and Bohemann reporte,d it 

from Rhodes (5). It was first found in Asia Minor and bas since 
been reporteà also from Sicily, the Caucasus, Istria and Croatia, 

Dalmatia, Italy and Greece. 
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