








muddy situations may be found here and there in
the nearby fagnes that may occasionally provide
good habitat for Eristalis larvae.

The current records of O. stackelbergi come
from both the north and south side of the Grande
Fagne — the highest, central part of the Hautes
Fagnes. Since much habitat similar to that where
O. stackelbergi was found still remains around
the Grande Fagne, and in other parts of the
Hautes Fagnes, O. stackelbergi may occur more
widespread over the area, although the current
records suggest it may be restricted to the high
plateau above 550 m ASL. From the single
record of E. obscura it is difficult to guess if and
where it may be found. Anyway, much suitable
habitat remains (even more suitable than where it
was found now) and it will be definitely worth
looking for this species in the large surroundings.

The finding of two new Syrphidae species in
what Verlinden called “a thoroughly researched
area” (the Hautes Fagnes, VERLINDEN &
DECLEER 1987) may seem surprising. Recent
colonization seems -improbable since extant
populations we currently know of are (very)
distant (see higher), suggesting these species
must have persisted here unnoticed. This
situation reminds that of O. intermedia in
Britain: as with O. stackelbergi in Belgium, the
species was recently discovered and, in contrast
to other newcomers (migrants, recent splits), it is
believed that O. intermedia was simply long
overlooked (DRAKE, 2006). Their small size,
inconspicuous behaviour and affinity with habitat
that is difficult to access may explain why their
presence was revealed not before now. For E.
obscura the situation is somewhat different.
There has been considerable confusion on the
identity of this species. It was first described as
E. vitripennis var. pseudorupium and later
named E. pseudorupium. Only recently, HIPPA et
al. (2009) revealed the synonymy of this species
with the Nearctic species E. obscura. In addition
it is very difficult to separate from other common
Eristalis in the field and thus easily overlooked.
The catch of E. obscura after checking only a
handful of E. nemorum from the Hautes Fagnes
may have been a “lucky shot”, or may indicate
that the species is not that rare in the area. Future
investigations will have to show the actual status
of this species here.

E::stai:s obscura and O. stackelbergi may be
ice-zge relicts that now persist at the highest,
thu- co'.iest parts of the Ardennes mountain
ridge. ' herefore these species are extremely
vuineratie to a warming climate: little scope is
lefi for un altitudinal shift to a colder climate. In
this r spect, they may be suitable indicator
species of the impact of further cllmate change
on the Belgian fauna.
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