Bulletin S.R.B.E/K.B.V.E., 143 (2007): 41-47

Description of three new species and a first record
of Asilidae (Diptera) from Cambodia

by G. ToMAsovIC' & K. SMETS?

! Collaborateur scientifique & la Faculté universitaire des Sciences agronomiques, Unité d’Entomologie
fonctionnelle et évolutive (Prof. E. HAUBRUGE) Passage des Déportés, 2, B-5030 Gembloux (Belgique).

? Collaborateur scientifique & I’Institut royal des Sciences naturelles de Belgique, Département d’Entomologie,
Rue Vautier 29, B-1000 Bruxelles (Belgique).

Abstract

The genera Orophotus BECKER, 1925, Laphystia LOEW, 1847 and Clinopogon BEZz1, 1910 are cited
for the first time from the Indochinese peninsula. The genus Tanatchivia HRADSKY, 1983 is cited for
the first time from the Oriental region. Three new species of Asilidae belonging to three genera are
described from Cambodia: Laphystia pursati sp. n., Orophotus bokorus sp. n. and Tanatchivia
hradskyi sp. n., and the inner structures of the male genitalia are figured. Clinopogon nicobarensis
(SCHINER, 1868) is reported for the first time for Cambodia and we give a commentary of its present
distribution.

Keywords: Oriental region, Asilidae, Cambodia, Laphystia, Orophotus, Tanatchivia, new species.
Résumé

Les genres Orophotus BECKER, 1925, Laphystia LOEW, 1847 et Clinopogon BEzzl, 1910 sont cités
pour la premiére fois de la péninsule indochinoise, le genre Tanatchivia HRADSKY, 1983 est cité pour la
premiére fois de la région orientale. Trois espéces nouvelles d’Asilidac appartenant a trois genres sont
décrites du Cambodge : Laphystia pursati sp. n., Orophotus bokorus sp. n. et Tanatchivia hradskyi
sp. n., et les structures internes de 1’édéage male sont illustrées. L’espéce Clinopogon nicobarensis
(SCHINER, 1868) est renseignée pour la premiére fois du Cambodge et un bref commentaire sur sa
distribution actuelle est donné.

Introduction

This note is the continuation of the study of
Asilidae collected in Cambodia and deposited in
the collections of the Royal Belgian Institute of
Natural Sciences (RBINS, Brussels) TOMASOVIC
(2005, 2006). All specimens cited here have
been collected by KOEN SMETS (RBINS) and
INARIDDH VAR (Sam Veasna Center for Wildlife
Conservation, Siem Reap, Cambodia) and are
deposited in the RBINS.

~ Systematics

Subfamily Asilinae LATREILLE, 1802
Genus Orophotus BECKER, 1925

(Figs 1-3)

There are currently 7 species of Orophotus in
the world; one species is Australian, O. depulsus

(WALKER, 1864), known from Irian Jaya, one
species is Palaearctic, O. mandarinus (BROMLEY,
1928), known from China, and 5 species are
Oriental. The Oriental species are known from
Taiwan: O. chrysogaster BECKER, 1925, O.
filvidus BECKER, 1925 and O. univittatus
BECKER, 1925, and from India: O. indianus
JosepH & PARUIL, 1995 and O. montanus
(RICARDO, 1922) (GELLER-GRIMM, 2006).

To identify the genus we can use the works of
HULL (1962) and JOSEPH & PARUI (1984); for the
species only the original descriptions exist.
HAUPT (2002) gives information on the
microhabitats of O. univittatus, which is found in
the Castanopsis forests at low altitudes (up to 40
m), often in the neighbourhood of Barringtonia
swamps or brooklets, waiting for prey on bare,
dead twigs, or bare stalks of fern, close to the
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Fig. 14. Distribution map of Clinopogon nicobarensis.

EFFLATOUN (1937), who noticed that the species
“occurred on a short stretch of dry sand, close to
the sea-shore where bushes of Nitraria retusa
“Gardag” grew”. SCARBROUGH (2006) reported
the species for the first time from Sabah,
Malaysia, on the island of Borneo.

Material examined: 1 male, Cambodia (Koh
Kong province), Koh Kapik, 07.IV.2005. Leg K.
SMETS & 1. VAR . The species was collected on a
stretch of beach between the villages of Koh
Kapik and Phum Lamdam. This beach, bordered
by a narrow band of beach vegetation with
Casuarina and other trees (Fig. 13), forms the
southwestern edge of the largest area of
mangrove forest in Cambodia. This area of
12.000 ha, one of Cambodia’s three Ramsar sites
(wetlands of international importance), is part of
the Peam Krasaop Wildlife Sanctuary (23.750
ha).

According to the literature and the map (Fig.
14), made with Carto Fauna-Flora 2.0 (BARBIER
& RASMONT, 2000), C. nicobarensis seems to be
a species living on sandy beaches.

This is the first record for this species from
Cambodia and the Indochinese peninsula.

Subfamily Trigonomiminae ENDERLEIN, 1914
Genus Tanatchivia HRADSKY, 1983

The subfamily of Trigonomiminae is
composed of 11 genera of which actually 3 are

assigned to the Oriental region: Damalina
DOLESCHALL, 1858, Damalis FABRICIUS, 1805
and Trigonomima ENDERLEIN, 1914 (GELLER-
GRIMM 2004).

Tanatchivia chimaera HRADSKY, 1983
(Figs 15-17)

HRADSKY (1983) described the genus
Tanatchivia and the new species Tanatchivia
chimaera with 3 males and 1 female from
material collected in Afghanistan (Palaearctic
region), at an altitude of 1960 m, alongside an
irrigation canal.

We have examined and illustrated the genitalia
(Figs 15-16-17) of one paratypus, 1 male,
Afganistan, Tanatchiv, 7.VI.1960. Leg. Dr. K.
LINDBERG. Det. M. HRADSKY.

Figs 15-17. Tanatchivia chimaera. 15: dististylus, 16:
epandrium, 17: aedeagus.
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