


Table 1. First localities of L. affinis in Belgium with details of the collection place and other ant species collected

at the same sites.

Locality UTM-code | Habitat Other ant- | Other ant species near the
species on the | tree/pole ‘
same tree or
pole

Sint-Martens- FS9826 Oak tree stem on a Lasius brunneus | Myrmica rubra, Lasius niger,

Voeren; Comberg southwest-exposed Formica cunicularia and

slope Leptothotrax acervorum

Moelingen, river FS9126 Oak tree stem on a Lasius niger and | Myrmica rubra

bank of the south-exposed slope | Formica

Berwinne cunicularia

Sint-Gravenvoeren, | FS9527 Southerly exposed none Myrmica rubra, Lasius flavus,

Sint-Denijs-kapel wooden fence pole at Lasius niger, Formica

the border of an cunicularia, Formica fusca
oligotrophic and Leptothorax acervorum
grassland

Kerniel, Borgloon, |[FS6632 Southwest-exposed | none Myrmica rubra, Lasius flavus

Leemzaal ~Klooster Fraxinus excelsior and Lasius niger

Colen Mariénlof stem at the border of

. a little stream

Bokrijk, FS6948 Salix alba surrounded | none Myrmica ruginodis

openluchtmuseum with oak

that the nest must have been higher in the tree.
The second place where we found foraging
workers of L. affinis was a similar environment
in Moelingen near the banks of the stream La
Berwinnne. The third and fourth record places
(Mielen and Bokrijk) are located in the Province
of Limburg where workers were collected
foraging on an ash (Fraxinus excelsior L.) stem
and a willow (Salix sp.) stem, respectively. The
fifth locality (Sint-Gravenvoeren) was a wooden
fence probably made of beech at the border of an
oligotrophic grassland. The places where we
found the 'L. affinis trees' are thermophilic South-
Southwest-exposed slopes with rather dry
vegetation rich in ant species. Perhaps the habit
to construct nests high in trees is the reason why
until now the species was c onsidered as a very
rare ant species in the Benelux. On the same
trees also Lasius brunneus (Sint-Martens-
Voeren) and Formica cunicularia and Lasius
niger (Moelingen) were found. Other ant species
collected at the same spots and further details on
the microhabitat are mentioned in Table 1.

By the recent discovery of L. affinis in the
Netherlands and its presence in Germany, we
suspected the species to be present in the Voeren
region and surroundings. The species was
recorded during a quick search at five localities
so we think that a more detailed search in

comparable habitats in the Voerstreek and
surroundings, should lead to more records.
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