..et dailleurs / ... en Van andere streken

Bulletin S.RB.E/K.B.V.E., 137 (2001) : 44-47

Some informations on the ecology of Philippine Aleocharinae
(Coleoptera Staphylinidae)
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Summary

Some ecological data are given on recently described Philippine Aleocharinae (Coleoptera Staphyli-
nidae) as well as regarding the environment where these rove beetles live.
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Résumé

Quelques données écologiques concernant des Aleocharinae (Coleoptera Staphylinidae) récemment
décrits des Philippines sont fournies ainsi que sur le milieu naturel ot vivent ces staphylins.

Since 1990, while undertaking field ethnologi-
cal research, the author has been able to collect
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plants and animals, under study at present, on i gfa_\
Mount Tasaday (Fig. 1, photo 1) and its sur- w 5;’} |
roundings, on the island of Mindanao, in the @,z X | '\

Philippine archipelago. In 1998, PACE published
an article on the Aleocharinae that the author
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collected, between October and November 1993, 3
on Mount Tasaday. General physical and < ‘
biological outlines regarding the environment // oo ot |
where these rove beetles have been observed are ¢
given here after. 4) NP )!\
N <

Mount Tasaday (124°32°52”” E - 6°18°10’ N; 1 \3{" T '\’5‘”{(1 Vi
summit : 1340 m; Lake Sebu Municipality, o f{ai s UTH;,/
South Cotabato Province) stands in the Tasaday | cuts A Coog COT{% ATO S
Manobo Forest Reserve (Photos 3-4) created by B T an, -
Presidential Proclamation n® 995 in 1972 : a land harangan,
of 19,247 ha still largely covered with montane . I Mt. rasaday:=x =
primary forest, where the Dipterocarpaceae Q%z@‘ ' o e
dominates the other families of trees; the rest of ’%} D it 1o
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the natural environment is made of secondary =
forests, fields of crops (mainly rice and corn) and
secondary vegetation. In the Philippines, few
Dipterocarpaceae forests remain : around the first
quarter of the 19™ century, the dipterocarp forests
comprised some 75% of the virgin forests of the

Fig. 1. Southwestern Mindanao Region (¢ : Mc Coy
A W. & DE Jesus Ed.C., 1982).

Philippines (or about 7,700,000 ha) (DICKERSON,
1928). Owing to several factors (expansion of
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close (ca. 100 m away) to the border of the pri-
mary forest (which still largely covers that moun-
tain; only in a few little spots were made clear-
ings by the natives for cultivation, the most dete-
riorated [from clearings] part being at the south-
ern foot of the mountain and its surroundings).
All these micro-staphylinids were caught, during
day time, on the rotten fleshy spikes (7 cm long/2
cm large) of Artocarpus heterophyllus (Mo-
raceae) (Photo 5), where they were gathered by
hundreds on and in the flowers. It was also
observed that rotten fruits of that tree or even just
decaying peelings left on the ground attracted a
lot of staphylinids, mainly Aleocharinae.

To close this brief note, one has to rectify a
misinterpretation : PACE (op. cit.) reported that
the above mentionned rove beetles were captured
in Lake Sebu, on Mount Tasaday. The name of
Lake Sebu well appears on the label of the speci-
mens, but it does not refer to the locality were
the specimens where captured but only refers to
the closest (to Mount Tasaday) and the sole topo-
nyme that can be found on existing maps. In-
deed, Lake Sebu (Photo 2) (124°42° E - 6°13° N,
alt. : 700 m; see LAYS, 2000, for more data on
this lake) spreads its 354 ha some 20 km away
East of Mount Tasaday. Undoubtedly, Lake
Sebu, while surrounded only with secondary
vegetation and crops fields, is also interesting as
far as staphylinids are concerned since several
thousands of specimens of rove beetles have
been recently collected; a material that waits to
be studied.
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