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CLOMA FUSCIPENNIS MEIGEN 1822 

(Diptera : Empididae), 

A SPECIES NEW FOR THE BELGIAN FAUNA'' 

by P. GROOTAERT'' 

A single female was captured by sweeping herbs and trees 
along the Nothomber Bach, a small river in the rather isolated 
valley near Nothomb and Parette (Lux.) in the south-east of Bel
gium (3.V.1980). The specimen is preserved in alcohol at the 
I.R.Sc.N.B. (Brussels). A study of the collection of M. BEQUAERT, 
also at the I.R.Sc.N.B. revealed earlier captures : Ellezelles 
(Hain.): 10.VII.1955, 1 Q ; 26.V.1957, 1 cS; 29.VI.1958, 1 Q ; 

24.V.1959, 5 c· ; 17.VI.1959, I c' ; l.VI.1960, I 6 ; Munte 
(0.-Vl.): 18.V.1939, 1 d'. 

The genus Gloma MEIGEN is very distinct owing to the reniform 
shape of the third antenna! segment (Fig, 1 A). Its systematic 
position within the subfamilies of the Empididae has proven dif
ficulties. According to COLLIN ( 1961) it belongs to the Hybotinae 
and forms the link between the latter and the Empidinae, sharing 
characteristics of botih subfamilies. Our specimen agrees in all 
characters with the redescription given by COLLIN (Le.). As 
further stated by COLLIN, the description of Meigen ( 1822) and 
the figure given by ENGEL ( 1958) of the antennae and the direction 
of the proboscis, both based on dried specimens, are misleading. 
They are represented in Fig. i drawn from our alcohol preserved 
specimen. The frons is very broad in the female (Fig. 1 B) in 
contrast to the male where the eyes touch on the frons. The apex 
of the abdomen is blunt and vhe indistinct terminal paprnae are 
peculiar in shape (Fig. 1 C). 

* Depose le 3 decembre 1980. 
,·,* Institut royal des Sciences NaturelJes de Belgique, rue Vautier 31 

B-1040 Bruxelles. 
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COLLIN (1961) synonimyzed G. ossicula BECKER 1887 with 
G. fuscipennis MErGEN 1822 so that Gloma became a monotypic 
genus. It is reported to be uncommon but widely distributed in 
England and is further known from Tegernsee, Tirol and St. Moritz 
(ENGEL, 1958). lts biology is unknown. 

0.5 mm 

FIG. - Gloma fuscipennis Meigen 1822 female : 
A head lateral, B head frontal, antennae omited. C apex abdomen 
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ETUDE DES VARIATIONS DES SCULPTURES 
DE L'AIRE LATERALE DU PETROLE 

D'APH,IDIUS FRUMENTARIUS LATTEUR 

(Hymenoptera Aphidiidae) ,:, 

par A. RASSEL,:, ::, 

Introduction 

Aphidtus frumentarius LATTEUR, a ete decrit comme nouvelle 
espece dans une note precedente {G. LATTEUR et A. RASSEL, 1980). 

Parmi !es quatre caracteres qui permettent son identification 
citons : !es stries de l'aire laterale anterieure du petiole (premier 
segment metasomatique), !'index tentorial, le rapport de la lon
gueur du metacarpe a celle du pterostigma et le nombre d 'articles 
des antennes. Le premier a ete observe en microscopie electronique 
a balayage, ce qui a pennis de constater que le nombre de stries 
caracteristiques de l'espece pouvait varier de 6 a 21 et meme 24, 
sur un nouvel echantillon (fig. 8 ). 

L'emploi de cet instrument nous a de plus permis de constater 
que l'aire laterale du petiole de cette espece presente encore 
d'autres caracterisriques. Elles font l'objet de la presente etude. 

Materiel et methodes 

Les echantillons observes ( une trentaine d •;ndividus males et 

une cinquantaine d'individus femelles) ,sont ceux qui ont pel'lllis 
la definition de l'especes (G. LATTEUR et A. RASSEL 1980). 

Ils proviennent de momies de pucerons de cereales (Metopolo
phium dirhodum (WALKER) et Sitobion avenae (F.) preleves en 

* Depose le 1.VII.1980. 
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Electronique, Chaussee de Wavre 115, 5800 Gembloux. 
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