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The Oxford Radi ocarbon Accelerator Unit will have i nunber

of major themes to its archaeol ogical dating programme, which
is now being formul ated, One thene which wll be seriously
considered for its suitability is 'Upper Palaeolithic and
Mesolithic open sites in North-west Europe (c. 25,000 -

8,000 BP)'.

ne advantage of the accelerator method is that it will allow
the dating of very small sanples. Dates from bone based on
col l agen shoul d be possible fromsanples of ¢c. 1 gram and
dates on charcoal fromsanples of a few mlligrans. It is
important, however, that the nethod should not be used sinply
as a verification of the date of nmaterials in poor context.
Its full value would be realised through systematic use in
stratified sites, to answer specific chronoloyical questions.

| should be interested to hear frorn archaeol ogi sts who bave,
or are likely to recover, sanples which may be relevant to
this suggested proj ect, so that the need for it can be
assessed nore accurately.
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