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SHORT NOTES

A new host (Nordmannia acaciae (Fabricius) (Lep. :
Lycaenidae)) record for Aplomya confinis (Fallén) (Dip. :
Tachinidae) from Turkey
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The Tachinidae is the largest family of Diptera (among
the suborder Brachycera). The larvae live as endopara-
sites in insects (Lepidoptera, Hymenoptera, Coleoptera,
Heteroptera, Orthoptera and a few others) (1). The
detailed general information on host data were obtained
by (2; 3), and the most recent data about hosts of Turkish
Tachinidae were given by (4). This family includes
approximately 10.000 species worldwide, of which about
1650 are found in the Palearctic Region (2). Because of
their role as natural enemies of pests in agricultural and
forest ecosystems, some species of tachinids have been
the focus of applied biological control studies (5). Nord-
mannia acaciae (Fabricius) (Lep. : Lycaenidae) were
recorded on Almond trees in Southeast Anatolian Region
for the first time (6). It is distributed in Russia, Middle
and South Europe, Iran and Turkey and found on stone
fruit trees (7). There is no information about natural ene-
mies of N. acaciae so far. Aplomya confinis (Fallén), the
first recorded tachinid parasitoid of N. acaciae. It was
previously found in Turkey by sweep net collections thus
the host was unknown (8).

This study was carried out in 2004. The larvae of Nord-
mannia acaciae were collected from almond tree planta-
tions in the provinces of Diyarbakir, Elazig and Mardin
Turkey during April, June and were brought to the labora-
tory for rearing. During the course of the study, a total 52
larvae of the host were collected.

The larvae were reared in boxes containing almond
leafs from the same field. Distilled water was provided.
The larvae were reared at a temperature of 26±1°C, rela-
tive humidity of 65±5 %, and illumination of 3500 lux for
16 hours per day. The boxes were checked daily. The last
instar tachinid larvae left the host larvae and transformed
to the puparia next to the remains of their hosts. Host
pupae and tachinid puparia were placed in separate petri
dishes containing moistened cotton until the adult moths
and flies emerged.

Subfamily : Exoristinae
Tribe : Eryciini

Aplomya confinis (Fallén)

Reared material :

Elazig, emergence of fly, 12.05.2004, 1G
Nordmannia acaciae is a new host record for Aplomya

confinis.

Biology :

It was found scrubby dry slopes, warm, dry forest
edges, and dry meadows. Flight period is early may to
early October. It has several generations (3).

Recorded hosts exclusive of Turkey : Specific parasi-
toid of Lycaenidae (3). Callopyrus rubi L., Thecla w-
album Knoch (9, 10), Chrysophanus phleas L., Lycaena
icarus Rott., L. bellargus Rott. (11), L. coridon Poda (9),
Cyaniris argilus L. (9). Zephyrus quercus L. (12; 13).

Distribution :

It was frequently found in warmer central Europe (and
in Southern Europe), rarely in the North (3) : Switzerland,
France, Great Britain, Sweden, Transcaucasus, Soviet
Middle Asia, East Siberia, Far East, Israel, Mongolia,
Japan, Canari Is. (14).
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Fig. 1. – Some Aplomya confinis images a : Pupa; b : Pupa and adult (); c : Dorsal view; d : Dorsal view of abdomen; e : Lateral view
of head; f : Dorsal view of head and thorax.
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