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CHAPTER X

TYPOLOGICAL, TECHNOLOGICAL AND FUNCTIONAL
ANALYSES OF MOUSTERIAN POINTS
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ST1.  Inventory of the Mousterian points from the Grand Curtius Museum (Liège) and the RMAH (Brussels)
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X.  Typological, technological and functional analyses of Mousterian points
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SF1.  Mousterian points offset towards the right (1-5) and distal fragments (6-7).  1: MDP 251; 
2: MDP 798; 3: MDP 261; 4: no number-7; 5: MDP 799; 6: no number-11; 7: MDP 304. 1-3, 5, 7: 

Grand Curtius Museum, Liège; 4, 6: RMAH, Brussels. Illustrations by A.-M. Wittek (ADIA)
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SF2.  Axial Mousterian points. 1: MDP 294; 2: MDP 296; 3: MDP 288; 4: MDP 283; 
5: MDP 800; 6: no number-8; 7: MDP 289; 8: MDP 290; 9: MDP 266. 1-5, 7-9:

Grand Curtius Museum, Liège; 6: RMAH, Brussels.  Illustrations by A.-M. Wittek (ADIA)
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SF3.  Mousterian points offset towards the left. 1: MDP 248; 2: MDP 271; 3: MDP 262;
4: MDP 285; 5: MDP 260; 6: MDP 249; 7: MDP 280; 8: no number-1.

1-7: Grand Curtius Museum, Liège; 8: RMAH, Brussels.  Illustrations by A.-M. Wittek (ADIA)
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SF4.  Mousterian points offset towards the left. 1: MDP 250; 2: MDP 252; 3: MDP 299;
4: MDP 257; 5: MDP 259; 6: no number-3; 7: MDP 268; 8: MDP 265.  1-5, 7-8:

Grand Curtius Museum, Liège; 6: RMAH, Brussels.  Illustrations by A.-M. Wittek (ADIA)
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SF5.  Mousterian points used for a transverse action on a medium-hard material,
and details of the macroscopic use traces (A) and the microscopic use traces

(B: transverse action on wood).  Pictures: A. Coudenneau
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SF6.  A & B: Two Mousterian points used in a transverse action on a soft to medium-hard
material, and details of the macroscopic use traces.  Pictures: A. Coudenneau
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SF7.  A: Mousterian point used for both a tip contact action and a transverse action on a soft ma-
terial, and details of the macroscopic use traces; B: Mousterian point used for a transverse action 
on a soft material, and detail of the macroscopic use traces; C: Mousterian point used for a trans-

verse action on a medium-hard to hard material, and detail of the macroscopic use traces.
Pictures: A. Coudenneau
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SF8.  A to C: Three Mousterian points used for a transverse action on both edges:
one on a medium-hard material and one on a soft to medium-hard material.

Pictures: A. Coudenneau
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SF9.  Macroscopic trace details on pieces from SF8, used for a transverse action on both edges:  
one on medium-hard material and one on soft to medium-hard material.

A, B and C correspond to the same letters on SF8.  Pictures: A. Coudenneau
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SF10.  A & B: Two Mousterian points used for a longitudinal action on a soft to medium-hard 
material, and details of the macroscopic and microscopic use traces

(B: x100 and x200, cutting dry skin).  Pictures: A. Coudenneau
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SF11.  A: Mousterian point used for a tip contact action on a soft material, and details of the 
macroscopic and microscopic use traces.  Microscopic traces fit with perforating dry skin;

B: Mousterian point used for a tip contact action on medium-hard material, and detail of the 
macroscopic use traces.  Pictures: A. Coudenneau
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SF12.  Examples of the most common microscopic alterations observed on Mousterian points 
from Spy.  A: light soil sheen; B: soil sheen; C-D: spots of flat polish;

E: randomly orientated striations.  Pictures: A. Coudenneau
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