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FOREWORD

On the 5th of January 2012, one of the first
visitors to the Museum of the Royal Belgian Institute
of Natural Sciences was Spyrou, our Belgian
Neandertal. His hyper-realistic reconstruction,
created by the Dutch artists Adrie and Alfons Kennis,
passed through Brussels before returning to his home
in the Espace de I'Homme de Spy.

Hidden behind the Man of Spy’s two hours
of media glory lay a scientific undertaking involving
years of work to (re)-examine the different Spy
collections. These collections include the human
remains discovered in 1886, donated to the Belgian
state by the heirs of Maximin Lohest in 1994, and the
many other collections of faunal material and
artefacts housed in different public and private
collections.

Both volumes of the Spy Monograph
summarise the findings of new scientific research
which, as with many other research projects led by
RBINS, are the product of decades of work.

As with “slow food”, we need ‘“slow
science”. While each year brings a new contribution,
the real results develop over decades. How can we
present our collections to the general public without
providing the necessary information to appreciate
them?

Nevertheless scientific output has its own
time frame which is, unfortunately, sometimes at
odds with the requirements for speed and visibility
that underlie the funding of research projects.
Scientific research of the kind presented here is
fundamental to all the services that an institute like
RBINS can — and must — offer society.






