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REPTILIA ET AMPHIBI.A 
BY 

H. W. PARKER (London) 

9th CRUI SE 

A a for iO"n collab ralor of lhe Royal Belgian l\Iu eum of Natural History 
I h author ha b n priYil cr cl lo , ludy the material recenlly collected during 
I h ' ru L f t h Mercator. ll i not tmu ual to find that collections of this 
nalur , obtain d for lh mo L part in Lhc neighbourhood of the larger ports and 
in I utili oft n vi:;it d, ar campo cd of larcrc erie of the commoner species. 
Bul O\ ing lo lh pr s n of a trained biologi l, Dr. W. AnAM, on board the 
Mer ·ator the pr :; nl 11 eli n wa mad "ith discrimination and a number of 
sp im lL w r' blain d "hi h are of particular intere ton account of the light 
th ~ thro\ n taxon mi or zoorreorrraphical problem . The author wishes to 
ackn \\l dO" hi ind bl dne., to Dr. DA\£ for much information concerning the 
hahilal. of the . pccim n. and his o-ralilud to Dr. AN TRAELEN for his courtesy 
and :kindn ': in nailing him lo yj ~ jt lhc :i\1u eum and tudy the e collection 

I. - NEOTROPICAL COLLECTIONS 

REPTILIA 

ERPENTES 

Jleli cop. tl'i vittatu (GRAY, 1 49) 

d'. c. -1. V. 1 ... 1. C. 55+n. Para, on a floating tree. 

Leimadophi typhlu (L1 ' ., 1758) 

~. c. 19. V. H.9. . 45+1. ta. Julia, Grao Para. 
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Liophis brevirostris (PETERS, 1863) 
juv. Sc. 17. V. 151. C. 46+1. Sta. Julia, Grao Para. 

The author (1935, p. 521) has recently surveyed the campo ilc Liophis 
undulatus auctorum and shown that 3 or possibly 4 distinct species occur in lhe 
region of the Guianas and northeastern Brazil. t that time the lruc Liophi 
brevirostris was known only from the upper Amazon, wilh a ino·le record from 
French Guiana. The present example extend the knm n range lo includ lhe 
lmYer Amazon valley and so removes some apparent di conlinuH 

Tbamnodynastes pallidu pallidu (Lr '1 • 175 ) 
juv. Sc. 17. V. 150. C. ? Sta. Julia, Grao Para. 

The author (1935, p. 524) ha given reason for preferring lh u of the 
generic name Thamnodynastes to that of Dryophylax which wa advocated b 
MuLLER (1927, p. 298) . Amaral (1936, p. 137), howe er, conlinu lo u ·e 
Dryophylax but without advancing any reason in upporl of hi a tion. 

SAURIA 

Anolis roquet roquet (LA CEPE DE, 175 ) 

16 specimens from the Cul-de- ac-marin, Fort-de-Frauce, and beh' '•n 
Fort-de-France and Schoelcher, Martinique. 

Cnemidophorus lemni catus nigricolor PETER , 1 73 
2 <_;> <_;>. Tortugilla Island, N. Venezuela. 

It is doubtful whether the use of the ub pecific name nigricolor i justifi d 
for these lizards. They resemble other from the neio-hbourin o- i land of .\larga­
rita whose population was considered by B RT (1931, p. 42) lo be inlerm dial' 
between nigricolor and typical lemniscatus; but their relation hip are probably 
rather with the latter than the former. Without a larrrer erie of . pe imen , 
however, it seems inadvisable to depart from current pra lice. 

Ameiva ameiva ameiva (LT:\x. 175 ) 
<_;>. Sta. Julia, Grao Para. 

d' <_;> • Rio Purus, between Manaos and Flores. 

TESTUDINES 

Testudo tabulata WALBAur.r, 17 2 
juv. Sta. Julia, Grao Para. 

Podocnemis unifilis TRoscrrEL, 1848 
4 juvs. Obidos. 
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EMYDOSA URI A 

Caiman niger SP rx, 1825 
1 Skull, 1 skin . Obidos. 

Caiman sclerops (Sc HNEIDER , 1801) 
j uv. Obidos. 

AMPHIBIA 

SALJENTJA 

Dendt·olmtes tri vittatus (._' Prx, 1824) 
2 cf cf, 2 ~ ~. Slu. Julia, Grao Para. 

Bufo crucifer WrED, 1821 
~. Stu. Julia, Grao Para. 

Leptodact.ylu. marmoratu ( TEINDACH En, 1867) 
~. La. Julia, Grao Para. 

Leptodactslu ocellatu (LINN., 1758) 
~, juv. La. Julia, Grao Para. 

Eleutherodact.rl u mal'tinicensi (TscHuD r, 183 ) 
Q. Forl-de-France, larlinique. 

P eudi . limellum (CoPE, 1862) 
~. La. Julia, Grao Para. 
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The aulh r (1935, p. 510) tated that thi pecies was confined to the 
Para ua -La Plata ri r y l m, but incc then M"LLER and HELLl\HCH (1936, 
pp. 26 and 11 ) haY re ord d e.·ample from Marajo Island. The present 

im n i an undoubt d, rouO'h- kinncd limellum al o, and so it appears that 
i , ha a mu h wid r range, probably over the whole Amazon basin as 

Hyla crepita.n v rED, 1 21 
cf, 2 ~ ~. La. Julia, Grao Para. 

H:vla ru!)ra D.\.. nrN, 1 03 
cf, ~. la. Julia, Grao Para. ~ 

AUDATA 

? Oedipu ~ altamazonicu CoPE, 1 74 

Eladinea e ·theri liRA DA RlBIERO, 1937, 0 Campo, March 1937, p. 42. 
1 immature xample. linga Forest, Para. 

Thi pe imen, unfortunately rather hrivelled, i a topotype of the recentl 
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described Ela.dinea estheri Mir. Ribeiro, based on embryonic and ncwl -hatched 
specimens only. It has been compared with pecimen determined a Oedipus 
altamazonicus by DuNN (1926, p. 440) and found to agree clo cl with tho e from 
the Rio Pacaya, a locality in the lowlands of Peru le than a hundred mil from 
Nauta, the type locality of altamazonicus. Allhough no alamandcr have pre­
viously been recorded from Brazil their occurrence on the upper r ache of th 
Amazon is well established and it is well ' ilhin th e bound of possibilil for the 
same species to range throughout the lowland rh·er basin. The mal rial availabl 
is too scanty to determine definitely whether esih eri and altanw::onicus arc r all 
conspecific, though this seems probable; but they arc alma t certainly conn· n ri 
and this at once raises the question of the tatu of Eladinea in r gard to Oedipu . 
MIRANDA RIBEIRO considered his salamander to b genericall, eli Lin L n ac unt 
of their oviparous habit, Oedipus being generally regarded a ovm iYiparou ; but 
the breeding habits of only one or two pecic (o ut of mor than Lhirly) arc al 

. . . 
.'·:: ... . . .... . . . . 

• • • • a • . . . . 
FIG. i. 

Dentition of Oedipus altmnazon-icus COPE 

from Pacaya River , Eastern Peru. 

.... . . . .. .. . . ..:: . : .. 
• • •• I e •. . . . . . . 

0 • 

FIG. 2. 
Dentition of Oedipu peruvianus (Bo L.). 

Type, from Moyobamba, Peru. 

present known, so that too much stre cannot be laid on thi diff r nc '. and 
further information must be available before the breakino- up of Oedipu i . 
justified. 

Another point of interest ari es as a result of the reexamination f 0. altam.a­
zonicus and that concerns the status of 0 . pemvianus (Bouleng r) whi h D1 '"' 
believes to be a synonym of Cope's specie . The Rio Pacaya pe imen m n­
tioned above are believed on geographical ground ( incc lhe type i lo L) lo iJ 
correctly determined and are found to differ from the type of 0. peruvianu , an 
Andean species collected at Moyobamba, in colour and dentition. In altanw­
zonicus, as reported by D 'N, the vomerine teeth ar in hort eric , 5 lo 9 in 
each, beginning behind the level of the inner or outer border of the hoana, 
running obliquely backwards and inward and well eparated from the larg 
median partch of parasphenoid teeth (fig. 1); there are only 6-10 maxillar 1 Lh 
on each side. In the type of peruvianus, however, teeth are more numerou and 
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bell r cl v loped; lh 'omet'. are 14 lo 15 in each serie in Lwo rows laterallv 
' h rc th xl nd ul'' ard beyond the choanae, and are on ly narrowly separated 
from lh para ph noid , which are divided lonaiLudinally into two groups 
(fin·. 2) . Th diff•r nee ar uffici nlly pronounced Lo make it cern probable 
Lltnl I h I\\ o ar pccifically di lin t, altamazonicus wilh its reduced dentition 
sho" incr an approa h to :p i uch a. colonneus and rujescens in which the 
maxillar l • lh ar complclcly wanting. 

II. - ETHIOPIAN COLLECTIONS 

REPTILIA 

AURIA 

AO'nma in ularis CnABAl'iA n, 1918 

2 cf cf, <j?. 1 a· ,a, Lo I land , French Guinea. 

cf, 2 ju . Roum , Lo I land , French Guinea. 

Th • la~t-m •ntion J 3 p •cim n are lopolype of thi pecie which appear 
to IJ • con fin d to th Lo~ I land , and i. mo L clo el allied to Agama boulen­
U •ri Lata~te, of upp •r .. .'en •cral. Th l\\ arc 'ery imilar, bul insularis may be 
di~tingui h d I>~ it~ mor • ~trongl~ arinalc . cale , e peciall on the occiput and 
lo\\ •r ~urfacc of the tail, larg r na,al . cparaled from the ro tral by a ingle 
Jontrat • ~ ·al , larg-er labiab ( -9 'ic 11), and colour. The male of insularis, in 
alcohol, i lmm 11 i::.h hla k. ahm , finel) ~P ckled with liahter e peciall on the 
' •rtt-bral reg-iotl; th • lo\\ •r -..urfac of lh head, che t and abdomen are blacki h­
gr ·~, '\. ·pt lh • middl of the gular r •aion which i jet black . 

. hauthodactylu.· . ('utellatu dumerili (JhLNE ED\ ARD , 1 29) 

cf. On lhc beach b lween Dakar and Hann . 

.Am phi. ha ua leonina Jl .. LLER, 1 5 

1 I as a, Lo · I ·land., Fr>nch Guinea. 

Th i · :--p i s ha:-- hitherto nl~ be n r onlecl L' ice. The original pecimen, 
on "hich the "pccifi· name '"'l ' founded, "a collected on Tumbo I land, ierra 
Leone and a . cond ~P ·im •n from th' Rio Pongo Porlugue c Guinea, in the 
Hamburg \lu ~ um, i~ mention •d b~ Lo\eridrrc in hi forthcomina ReYi ion of 
tit \fri an Lizard~ f th famil~ Amphi baenidae which the author has been 
pri' il g d to r ad in manu · rip!. The pre enl xample agree with the e in it 
h ad- nl s and in the po. sion of 24 , gm nt in an annulu at mid-body but 
ha a ,Offi{' \\hall " r numh'r of annuli (227 vic 240) and seven, instead of 3-6, 
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preanal pores . nother fealure not mentioned in Lhe previou de criplion ·, bul 
very noticeable in the Kassa spec.imen, i the pre ence of a mid-dor al furrow 
comparable in appearance with the lateral line . 

i}Jabuya lJlandingi (HALLO\ ELL, 1 44) 

Euprepes blandingi HALLOWELL, 1844, Proc. Acad. Philad., 2, 3, p. 5 
Euprepis raddoni GRAV, 1845, Cat. Lizards Brit. Mus., p. 112. 

juv. !Kassa, Los Islands, French Guinea. 

By a slip BouLE 'GER (1887, Cat. Lizard Brit. Iu s., 3, p. 165) mi quot d 
the date of HALLOWELL's paper as 1845 and o fell in to the error of 1 li 'ving th 
names blandingi and raddoni to be of the arne date; h elec ted raddoni for lh 
specie and thi choice ha been univer ally accepted. nfortunatel ' , hO\ r, 
the name blandingi appears to have undoubted priorit ' b ' nearl ' a y ar and o 
must be used . The specie has already been recorded from the Lo I land · 
(CnABANAUD, 191 , p. 164). 

AMPHIBIA 

SALIE~TJA 

Bufo regulari RE , 1 23 
~ : Between Dakar and Hann. 

d' ~ . Kassa, Los Islands, French Guinea. 
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