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Colloquium programme 

'Belgium and the Convention on Biological Diversity - A state of the art' 

Morning session 

9.00-9.10 Opening address by Mr Rudy DEMOTTE, Federal Minister for Economy and Scientific Resea rch 

9. 10-9.20 Introduction to the colloquium: man facing biodiversity 
by Prof Philippe LEBRUN (Unit o.f Ecologv and Biogeogrnphy, Un iversite catholique de Louvain) 

international dimension of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
Chair: H.R.H. Prince Laurent of Belgium 

9.20-9.40 The importance of the international dimension of the Convention on Biological Diversity for 
national planning 
by fr 1\1farcel VERNOOl.I (EU-rep,.ese11tative at the CBD-Bu!'eau) 

9.40-10.00 The Convention on Biological Diversity in a European perspective 
by Mr Christoph BAIL (DG Environment, European Com111issio11) 

l 0.00-10.20 The implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity at the Belgian federa l level 
by Dr Jackie VAN GOETHEM (Belgian Nat io11al Focal Point to the CBD) 

I 0.20-10.40 Coffee break, poster session 

Examples of the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Belgium 
Chair: Ml' Ma!'c DE WIN (Federnl Minisfiy o.f'Social Aff'ail'S, Public Health and Envil'onment) 

I 0.40-11.00 Pertinent examples of the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Flanders 
by Ml' Joris JA NSSENS (AM!NAL, Flemish E11 vironment, Nature, Land and Water Management 
A dm i 11 is t rn t ion) 

11 .00-11.20 Biodiversity in the Brussels Capi tal Region: nature in Brussels 
by Mr Serge KEMPENEERS (IBGEIBIM, Brnssels fn stitutefor Management of' the Environment) 

11.20-11.40 Pertinent examp les of the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity in the 
Walloon Region 
by fr Jacques STEIN (DGRNE, Directornte-genernl.for Naturnl Resou/'ces and the Envil'onment of' 
the Minisfly of' the Walloon Region) 

11.40-12.00 The protoco l on biosafety: credibility test for the future of the Convention on Biological Diversity? 
by Dr Didier BREYER & Dr William MOENS (Sc ientific Institute of' Public Health - Louis Pastew) 

12.00- 12.30 Discussions 

12.30-14.30 Lunch, demonstration of Belgian biodiversity related websites 



Afternoon session 

Belgian contributions to the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
Chair: Mr Gunther SLEEUWAGEN (A n1bassadorfor Enviro11111ent and Sustainable Development) 

14.30-14.50 Belgian Co-ordinated Collections of Micro-organisms: a network of publicly financed ex-situ 
collections of micro-organisms 
by Dr Nicole HENRY & fr Philippe DESMETH (Federn/ Office for Scientific, Technical and 
Cu/turn! Aff"airs) 

14.50-15 . l 0 Relation between the Biodiversity Convention and other international " nature treaties" , with 
special attention to wetland protection 
by Prof Eckhart Ku UKEN (Flemish institute for Nature Conservation) 

15 .10-15.30 Biodiversity in the Be lgian coasta l zone: conservation or restoration? 
by Dr Thier1 y JA CQUES (Ma11age111ent Unit of the North Sea Mathematica! Afode/5) 

15 .30-15.50 Belgian anthropological research related to biodiversity 
by Prof Pierre DE MARET (Centre for Cu/turn! A nthropology , Universite Libre de Brnxe!!es) 

15.50-16.15 Coffee break 

16.15-17.30 Forum discussion 
Chair: Prof Walter HECQ (institute.for Sociology, Universite Libre de Bruxe!!es) 

Mrs Magda AELVO ET (Federal Minister for Environment) 
Mr Jos BUYS (Directorate-General International Co-operation) 
Mr Geert L EJEUNE (Worldwide Fund for Nature Belgium) 
Mrs Catherine MERTENS (Federal Council for Sustainable Development) 
Mr Abderahim Yacoub NDIAYE (Ambassador of the Republic of Chad in Belgium) 
Mr Gunther SLEEUWAGEN (Ambassador for Environment and Susta inab le Development) 
Mr Jan VERSCHOOT EN (Federal Planning Bureau) 
Mr Jacques VTSEUR (Belgian Biotechnologies Association) 

17.3 0-18 .00 Closing statement by Mrs Magda AELVOET, Federal Minister for Consumers Interests , Health 
and Environment 

After-meeting, cocktai I 
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