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ON THE SYSTEivlA TIC POSITION 

OF THE GENERA D1Sll1EGISTUS AM. S. 

AND PARASTRACHJA D!ST. 

by E. BERGROTH 

f ew genera bave been so differently p!aced systematica!ly as 

Dismegislus. HAHN (l 834) and GrnMAR ( 1837)· p!aced the two br,t 

descrihe.d .sp-ec.les in the genus Cydnm FABR., and A~'l:YOT and. 
SERVILLE (l 843}, the lounders of the genus, phced it in the group 

Séhirides ol tbeir ' race ' Spinipedes, thus praclically agreeing with 

the Iwo German authcrs, and in this they were fo!lowed by 

DAI.LAS (1851) and STAL (1865 and 1876). SrG'lORET ( \88 l) placed 

the genus. among the true Penf.alominae nea!'.' Stracfla and its atltes~ 

and thi, view wa, accepte:! by LETHJERRY ( 1884), SrnouTEDEN (1910) 
and JE>SNEL ( 191 J). The only reason why the genus could be consi· 

dered a C)•dni:I is that the tib!œ are fumlshed with slender sp!nes; in 
aU other respects Dism':-gi.stm i5 so totaUy dlfferent from the Cydnidae, 

that it i, diffic,lt to underslond how even STAL co,ld place it in that 

famîly. To th:5' dlvîston Strachialia the ge.nus. b-ears at ieast some resem
bhnce in its general a:.pect, but this rnsemblance !:s of the most super
ficial <l-escriptlon. Although three o{ its :specÊes are by no meam. rare, 

no h~mipterist seerns hltherto to have 1aXen tb.e trouble to do-;e1y exa

mine the ch·uacters of Dismegislus. There can be no doub~ w;ntso~ver 
that it belong, to ;h, su':.bm;ly Arminae (Anp;nae). The charncteristic 

insertion of the ro>:mm ( dose to t\e h!.)rucn) is q·1~te a:s in all1 other 

Arminae, and ii the first rostral joint is rem:;,.·e1 fro-:n the throat, we see 

at once that the rostral !urrow in do,ed behid, the bucculre being 

roundedly con~uent posterio-rly, a c'haracter never found in any other 

subfamily than -in the Armi.nae, where it is comtant. ln agreement witll 

tb.e other Atmin1e the fir.:,t rosrra1 joint? too, i..s not entirely endosed 

ber'l\•een the b·1ccul::E, and ''ïts po.s.terior end can not be brou;ht in 

contac! with the gula. h i, true that only the Iwo lîrst rostral joints are 

(moJerately) incrassa!ed, the others being s\ender, but a rostrum of this 

kind we finJ aho in the genu, Awpus B·JRM. (Amyolea ELL.), · and ,t 

is near Asopu, the genus Di,megi,tus oughl to be placed. HoRVATH, 
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to whom ] ha;1e communicated my observations on this genus, now 

(in lit!.) quite agrees with me as to its s_ystema.tic place. 

[n 1880 Scorr described a new Pentatomid un der the name Awpus 
japonensi, (1) On a synonym of thi, species D.sTA~T (1883) founded 

the gerrns. Paraslrachia, \Vhich he placed 'Il somewhere between 

Strachia and Ca/acanthus, wilh bolh of whicht it has affinities". 

ScHOUTEDSS (1907) in his work Genera Asopin., pl. 4, fig. 6 and 12, 
gi,..-e3 a figure of Parasfrachia japonensis and of its head in prohle, but 
in th.e text he e"dud.e; the genus from the Asopinae. Jn the Annuaiœ 

du Mu,ée Zoolo,ique de l'Académie des Science, de Ru,,ie, XXm 
( 1922}, p. 143-148, there is a posthumous paper by ÜSCHANIN, enlit!ed 

' Sur les genre, de la tribu de, Strachiaria Pui. •, in which he says 

that both .sexes of P arasfrachia are known to hi m, and tha t 
ScHOUTED.E.."'{

0 

s profile-figure of its. h.ead " est une preuve in-contes.

tabl e que le genre Paras/rachia est totalement distinct de la sousf. 
Asopinae et doit être placé dans la sousf. Pentatominae 1 . 

ln my opinion, this figure, on the contrary, clearly sho\\'.S that the 

genus does belong to the Asopinae, provided the figure i, correct. [ have 

never seen any species of the subfamily PenE.atominae with a prohle

view of the head like ScHOL'TEDEIÙ figure 12 on the cited plate. 

Although the very rare Paras/rachia i, known lo me only from the 

pu blishe d descriptions and figures, 1 think there can ,carcely be any 

doubl that DJSTANT, ScHOUTEDE.'l and OscHANl'I ha>·e been led astrny 

by the ,l~ndemess of ther ro,trum (which is no/ a ,eliable criterion in 

distinguishing Pentatominae from A,rninae), and that the hitherto not 

described buccula,of Parn,lrachia will prove to be joined l>ehind. lts 

systematic place would thus be ilear the genera A sopus and Dismegistus. 
0SCHANlN gi,·es a key to the known genera d the division S1rachiaria, 

in which he a lso places A gaeus D ALL., but I have ,hown in I ÇQ6 that 

DALLAS was right in placing this genus in the Halyinae. 

([n the same Voiume of the I A;nuaire 1 , p. 149-156, there i, an 

other pos.thumous paper by ÜSCHM[N, containing descriptions of " Deux 

espèces nouvelles de Pentatomides, appartenant à la fdune de fa Perse 
méridionale •. One of these insects, Solenocori, (n. g.) Zarudnyi, is 

unknown to me. The other, A duarius sa twpe.s, i.s desaibed by 
K1RITSCHE.><KO and placed by him in the genus · A cluar iu, Disr. on 

OsrnANJN', a uthority. h is, however, not an A c/uarius, in which the 

juga are much longer than the clypeus and almost meeting in front of 

(1) K1u:.u.DT, t11 hl.s Catalogu.e (p-. l;)ï) wrongly wrfü,s ~ ja.ponfrru > .and gives fae wmEJ._g üLa. 
tfon Aan. Mag. HJ:S-t. irute-.ad of Trans. Eot Six. Lç,rid, 
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it. A. salrnpes KlR. (1922) i, identical with Men/Ja inûgn;/a 
BrncR. ( 1919). lt belon,, to that group of narrow, elonga\e Menidae 
for which two generic na:ne,, Nea,lracbia SAUl'D. (l 877) and 
Keriahana D:sT. (1918), lnve alrea1y been propo,ed, but which 
cannot be separated fro:n Alenida fVlvTSCH,, as there are trnnsitlonal 
links. ln speaking of the genus Apines ÜALL., Ü&eHA}'lN has overlooked 
that I in 1912 founded the new genus P,eudapines on Apines gemina/a 
V. Duz.). · 

CURCUUONIDES NOUVEAUX DE MADAGASCAR 

(PREM!tRE NOTE) . ~ , / 17 
---- :: ;7~ ~) / 
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par A. HUSTACHE --·-:-....... 
/.,\\'.>. .\'' --~ /.·~---· -~··~~ '• 

:.;,'}· • .. ; '.!,;. ~ . . .. ,, 
Le.s . Curculionides faisant l'objet de la pré.sente notet ont !_. _· ', .~ ~\~ 

recueillis par MM. H. PERRJER DE L.~ BATHIE el J DE.SCARPE.'< ~ \l:" , (t/;; 
au cours de la mission qL1i leur avait. été co~fiée, en f_évrier ~ ~22, ~ ~~- :ytf} -
rvl. le Gouvernem Gén éraL 11.s proviennent du ma::.s1f grnmtique }:·-. ...._. -~·r \''' 
l' Andringitr a, entre 2 .1 00 et 2 .600 m. d'altitude, l'un de, noyaux ~ 
géographique, et hydrographiques et le point culminant de l'lle. 

Ce massif n'a,1ait pas été exploré jusqu~ici; aussi les Curculionides 
recue illts sont-ils nouveaux à quelques exceptions près ; 'luelques~ uns 
d'entre eux rappellent par leur forme et l'éclat de leur coloration les 
Pachyrrhynchides de Manille, mai, ce n· est là qu'une trompeuse 
apparence. 

Les types des espèces ici décrites m'ayant été gé:.téreus.eme.nt 
abandonnés· par leurs propriétaires font tous partie de ma coilection. 

Alloleptop• nov. g en. Leptopsides de LACORDAJRE 

Scroh.es supérieurs~ apinux, très courts, leur prolongement postérieur 
in~igué seulement par un rang de points. Corbe!iHes terminales des. 
tibias postérieurs ouvertes. Pas d' écusso:1, hanches postérieures très 
écartées, lem écartement presque du double du diamèke transvemii 
d~une hanche postérieure. Segmeflts •itentraux. con,,.·ex.es le 2~ plus long 
que le Je mais plus court que le 3"" et 4i réunis. Les autres caractèœs. 
comme chez le, H omaleplop, FAt:ST. 

Alloleptops elongatu• n. sp. 

AUongé, glabre, d'un noir brillant, la moitié basale des fémurs et ]e, 

tibias d'un rouge sanguin, le.s antennes ferrugineuses, leur massue noiœ. 
Rostre subcylindrique, presque droit, un peu plu, court que le 

prothorax et un peu moi.ns épais que les fémurs antérieurs, nettement et 
assez. for:tement élargi en avant à partir des scrobes, les bords des. 
pteryg ies parallèles, !a ponctuation fine et éparse. Antenne, apicoles, 
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