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Abstract 

Triatominae (Heteroptera Reduviidae) are Chagas disease vectors and so of medical importance. 
Three species are reported as new for Nicaraguan fauna : Eratyrus cuspidatus STAL, Triatoma dispar 
LENT and Triatoma nitida USINGER. 

Resume 

Les punaises Triatominae (Heteroptera Reduviidae) sont d'importance medicale, etant les vecteurs de 
la maladie de Chagas. Cette note presente trois especes nouvelles pour la faune du Nicaragua : Eratyrus 
cuspidatus STAL, Triatoma dispar LENT et Triatoma nitida USINGER. 

Resumen 

Los chinches Triatominae (Heteroptera Reduviidae) son importantes a nivel medico, siendo vectores 
de la enfermedad de Chagas. En esta nota se reportan tres especies como nuevas para la fauna de 
Nicaragua : Eratyrus cuspidatus STAL, Triatoma dispar LENT y Triatoma nitida USINGER. 

Introduction 

The Triatominae are known as "Chinches de 
Chagas" in Nicaragua and all entomologists 
knows their importance as vector of Chagas 
Disease. There are very few studies of Chagas 
disease in Nicaragua and many people die with 
the only comment "natural death". 

URROZ (1975) reported that 4.5 to 10% of 
blood donors in Nicaragua were contaminated 
with Trypanosoma cruzi, the pathogen of Chagas 
Disease. 

In a study in the Department of Madriz, 
RivERA et al., 1997 found that in 8 localities 
Triatoma dimidiata was present, and, 24.2% of 
the collected specimens were infested with 
Trypanosoma cruzi. A little bit more than 15% 
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of the houses were infested by Triatoma 
dimidiata. An important fact was that one 
locality had only 1, 7% of the houses infested 
because of the better quality of the houses. It is 
now well known than metallic roofs are not very 
suitable for the Triatominae, they prefer vegetal 
roofs (leaves of palms or banana). 

The flrst report of a Triatominae from Nica­
ragua was Triatoma dimidiata (LATREll..LE), by 
CHAMPION (1899: 206-207). Then, URROZ et al. 
(1966), SMITH (1973) and URROZ (1975) report 
newly this species. 

LENT & JURBERG (1969 : 540-550) report 
Rhodnius prolixus STAL for flrst time. 

LENT & WYGODZINSKY ( 1979), in their 
revison of the Triatominae report the two pre-










