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Abstract 

Trichoniscoides sarsi was observed for the ftrst time in Belgium on the 16th of April 2000. The spe
cies was found in loose clay on the side of a ditch in the creek area of Assenede. A second observation 
was made on the 201h of July 2000 in Nieuwpoort, where the animal was found under a drifted wood
block in the supralittoral ofthe river Ijzer in the nature reserve 'De Ijzermonding'. In the present paper 
the species is briefly described and some notes on the distribution and the habitat are given. With this 
species the number of terrestrial isopods in Belgium has risen to 33. 
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Samenvatting 

Trichoniscoides sarsi werd voor het eerst waargenomen in Belgie op 16 april 2000. De soort werd 
aangetroffen in de rulle klei van een grachtkant in het Asseneedse krekengebied. Een tweede waame
ming werd verricht op 20 juli 2000 in Nieuwpoort waar de soort werd aangetroffen onder aangespoeld 
hout in het vloedmerk van de ljzer in het natuurreservaart 'De ljzermonding'. In deze bijdrage wordt de 
soort kart beschreven en de verspreiding en het habitat warden besproken. Met deze soort stijgt het 
aantal soorten landpissebedden in Belgie tot 33. 

Resume 

Trichoniscoides sarsi est rapporte pour la premiere fois de Belgique le 16 avril 2000. L'espece a ete 
trouvee dans 1 'argile meuble a cote d 'un ruisseau dans la region des criques d' Assenede. Une seconde 
observation a eu lieu le 20 juillet 2000 a Nieuwpoort ou l'espece a ete trouvee sous une piece de bois, 
echouee sur la zone supralittorale de 1 'Ijser, dans la reserve nature lie 'De ljzermonding'. Une breve 
description et quelques notes sur la distribution et I 'habitat sont donnees. A vec cette espece, le nombre I 
d'isopodes terrestres pour la Belgique s'eleve a 33. 
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Introduction 

During an excursion on the J 6th of April 2000 
Trichoniscoides sarsi was recorded for the first 
time in Belgium. The species was found in the 
creek area of Assenede where several animals 
were found in the loose clay along the border of 
a ditch (Fig. 1 ). A second observation was made 
on the 20th of July 2000 in Nieuwpoort where the 
animal was found under a drifted woodblock in 
the supralittoral of the river Ijzer in the nature 
reserve 'De Ijzermonding' (Fig. 1). 

TAVERNIER & WOUTERS (1989) reported 30 
species in their checklist of the terrestrial isopods 
in Belgium. Since then, Hyloniscus riparius 
(KOCH, 183 8) and Miktoniscus patiencei (V AN
DEL, 1946) have been added to the fauna of 
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Fig. 1. Distribution of Trichoniscoides sarsi (PATIENCE, 
1908) in Belgium. 
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Belgium (LOCK & V ANACKER, 1999; LOCK & 
DURWAEL, 2000). With the discovery ofT. sarsi, 
the number of terrestrial isopods of Belgium has 
risen to 33. 

Description 

Trichoniscoides sarsi belongs to the family of 
the Trichoniscidae. It is a small species of up to 4 
mm which closely resembles the other species of 
the genus. The white body is often veined with 
pink or orange on the pleon and either side of the 
mid line and the eyes consist of one red ocellus. 
However, all colour is lost in ethanol. Females 
cannot be distinguished from T. helveticus and T. 
saeroeensis. The merus of the male seventh 
pereopod has a sterna! face with a prominent 
short recurved spine. The male first pleopod 
(Fig. 2A) has a broadly triangular exopod with a 
roundly angled posterior margin and a straight 
inner margin. Distally it has two long bristle
ended processes of which the outer is twice the 
length of the inner. The endopod has two 
articles : the first narrowly triangular and the 
second stylifonn tapering to a densely bristled 
point and joined to the first at a short distance 
from the tip. The male second pleopod exopod is 
subquadrate with a single short distal bristled 
process and the endopod is robust styliform with 
a heavily chitinised tip with a complex twist and 
a recurved simple hook . 

Distribution, habitat and co-occuring species 

The worldwide distribution of T. sarsi is res-

Fig. 2. First pleopod of the male, A : Trichoniscoides sarsi, B : T saeroeensis, C : T helveticus (after BERG & 
WtJNHOVEN, 1997). 
------------------------·-----·· 
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tricted to the coastlines of Northwestern Europe 
(VANDEL, 1962; OLIVER & MEECHAN, 1993). It 
is soil dwelling species which is often found 
under deeply embedded stones. Humid, loose 
clay soils along ditches seem to have the prefe
rence. 

Co-occuring species in Assenede were Porcel
lio scaber (LATREILE, 1802), Trichoniscus pusil
lus (BRANDT, 1833), Philoscia muscorum (Sco
POLI, 1763) and Armadillidium vulgare (LA
TREILLE, 1802). In Nieuwpoort, T. sarsi was ac
companied by the same species and in addition, 
Miktoniscus patiencei (V ANDEL, 1946) was pre
sent. All these species, with the exception of M 
patiencei which is an intertidal species, are very 
common in Belgium and they do not have any 
specific requirements concerning their habitat. 

Discussion 

As already indicated by LOCK & DURWAEL 
(2000), T. sarsi was expected to be found in Bel
gium. In 1993 T. sarsi was reported for the first 
time from the Netherlands and since then the 
species was frequently found in marine clay 
(BERG, 1996; BERG, 1997). In the Netherlands, 
this small, soil-inhabiting species had been over
looked in the past and also in Belgium this spe
cies is probably not rare in marine clay. Also the 
closely related species T. saeroeensis (LOHMAN
DER, 1923) might be found in Belgium in the 
future because it has recently been found in nu
merous locations along the British coast and the 

species is also known from Denmark and France 
(HARDING & SUTTON, 1985). 
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