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Sphaerophoria bankowskae GoELDLIN, 1989
(Dipt., Syrphidae): first description of the female:
some recent records of the Sphaerophoria interrupta (FABR.)
group from the Alpine Region-

by L. VERLINDEN

Tulpenlaan 29, B-3020 Veltem.

Summary

A first description is given of the female o f Sphaerophoria bankowskae
GoEUILIN (Diptera, Syrphidae), followed by a number of spring records of
several species of the Sphaerophoria interrupta FABR group from diverse
regions in the Alps.

Key words: Syrphidae. Sphaerophoria bankowskae. Female. Description.
Samenvatting

Het wijfje van Sphaerophoria bankowskae GoEUJLIN wordt voor het eerst
beschreven. Een reeks lentewaarnemingen uit diverse Alpenlokaliteiten van
verscheidene soorten uit de groep van Sphaerophoria interrupta FABR war-
den gemeld.

Introduction

Though the genus Sphaerophoria is clearly defined, there was a great
confusion at the specific level until GoELDLIN DE TIEFENAU (1974, 1989,
1991) clarified the issue, at any rate with regard to the males. As to the
females it is not certain whether it will be possible in the near future to
identify the females of all species with any degree of accuracy; intraspeci-
fic variations are quite common in this genus.
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The species recorded here are not all mountain species. [ 4.q S fata-
rum, S. virgata and S faeniata occur in the Low Countires mdthe Plams
(especially heathland); so do S. batava, S dphilantus and S. interrupta. Yet
in the Alps they are not known to descend below 1000 m (fatarum occurs
only 1600-2500 m), according to MAIBACH ef al., 1992.

From our observations it appears that S. interrupta is the commonest,
the most widespread and the most versatile species of the group. In humid
surroundings it appears to be as numerous in the valleys as on treeless
grassland above 2000 m. S infuscata and S. bankowskae are, m spnng,
normally found between 1100 and 1700 m, at any rate in the southen
Alps; infuscata seems to prefer open grassland and the banks of mountain
streams, but bankowskae has also been taken inside woodland. In spring,
S. taeniata, in our country a rather warmth-loving insect, was rarely seen,
and only at low altitudes and during warm spells.
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Les Coleopteres Carabidae (Coleoptera)
de Ia Reserve naturelle du Pre des Forges 4 Mirwart'
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Unite d'Ecologie et de BiogOOgraphie, Place Croix du Sud 5, B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve.

Summary

The nature reserve of Pre des Forges (Mirwan, Belgium) is a semi-
natural wet meadow along the Lhomme river which was used in the past as
meadow. The habitat was modified during the last twenty years by willow
shrub recolonisation. The nature reserve was managed n septembre 989
to restore the typical wet grassland structure. After this management,
carabid beetles were sampled with two aims: (1) to study the species rich-
ness and (2) to propose guidelines forfuture management.

Results are discussed with comments on (1) species of biogeographical
interest, (2) species decreasing in Belgium and (3) species assemblages in
different habitats.
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Resume

La reserve naturelle du Pre des Forges (I Mirwan est un pre humide
semi-nature/ qui etait autrefois utilise comme pre de fauche. Le milieu s 'est
progressivement modifie ces 20 dernieres annees suite (I la recolonisation
du site par /es especes arbustives. Elle a done ete geree en septembre 1989
de maniere a restaurer la structure rypique du pre humide. Apres cette
1lestwn, 1a Jaune en crabides du site a ete etudiee dans dew: buts: (I)
etuder la nchesse specifique des differents habitats et (2) proposer des
mesures ]four la gestion ulterieure.

Le rhults sont discutes en se focalisant sur /es especes de grand
interet bwgeograph,que, /es especes en regression en Belgique et Jes as-
semblages d'espilces caracteristiques des ha%itats prospectes.

* R°'ule 17.1.1995






