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Abstract 

ln 1991 and 1992 the larvae of Caenis horaria (LINNAEUS, 1758) were 
sampled in a pond in Niel (Belgium). We have estimated densities in two 
different habitats. The relation between organic material and the spatial 
distribution is discussed. 
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Samenvatting 

ln 1991 en 1992 werden de larven van Caenis horaria (LINNAEUS, 1758) 
bemonsterd in een vijver in Niel (Belgie). We maakten densiteitsschattingen 
voor twee verschillende habitats. Het belang van organisch materiaal voor 
de horizontale verspreiding op de bodem wordt besproken. 

Introduction 

Larvae of Caenis horaria {LINNAEUS, 1758) can be found in running and 
in standing waters. In both habitats their presence is restricted to muddy 
and silty places. They crawl over the bottom where they collect fine parti
culate detritus. This decomposing organic material is thought to be their 
main food source. C. horaria is usually univoltine and has an overwinter
ing larval stage. The lowest larval densities are found in June, July and 
August. Adults were caught from May to September in the British Isles. A 
good review of the general ecology of C. horaria and other Ephemeroptera 
is given by ELLIOTI et al. (1988) and BRITTAIN (1982). 
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