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diminuees d'une ou plusieurs unites chez les Philonthus ou Jes Gabrius,
rendant la determination de certains exemplaires malaisee. L'asymetrie 
fluctante s'observe egalement au niveau des tubercules sensoriels des para
meres de l'edeage des Paragabrius comme nous l'etudierons dans un 
prochain article. Par contre, Jes variations symetriques sont rares. 

2 3 4 

Figs 1-4. 1-2: Gabrius vernalis (GRAV.) ede&ge normal en vue lat6rale et ventrale; 3-4: 
exemplaire tt!ratologique de G. vernalis en vue laterale et ventrale. Echelle: 0,5 mm. 

En determinant des Staphylinidae du Musee national d'histoire naturelle 
de Luxembourg, nous avons decouvert un Gabrius avec un edeage totale
ment aberrant (Figs 3-4): Jes parameres manquaient ainsi que le sac inter
ne. Heureusement, un autre male se trouvait parmi le lot de Staphylinidae 
que nous determinions. L'edeage (Figs 1-2) de ce dernier exemplaire nous 
a permis de nommer avec certitude notre Gabrius, ii s'agissait de G. 
vernalis (GRAV.) connu de !'Europe centrale et septentrionale, de l'Asie 
orientale et de la Siberie (CrnFFAIT, 1974). Hormis l'appareil copulateur, 
!es deux specimens etaient en tout point identiques.

Une telle observation nous amene a reflechir sur le bien-fonde de cer
taines descriptions d'especes jumelles basees sur des specimens uniques.
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Introduction 

A� compared to the rest of Belgium, Western Flanders is the poorest 
province in terms of forested area. Only few woodland relicts exist today. 
The forest of Houthulst 1s one of the last larger woodland complexes in the 
area. Actually, it covers an area of approximately 350 ha. 

However, till the 19th century, the forest of Houthulst covered a much 
larger area, at least about 1800 ha. Its history is to be described in terms 
of forest destruction (FoNTEYN, 1980). Many hectares disappeared due to 
clearfelling, fire, transformation into pastures, etc. This evolution started 
mainly at the end of the 19th century and in 1911, 1000 ha were still left 
(FoNTEYN, 1980). During the first World War, the Houthulst forest was 
completely destroyed. Part of the area was reforested afterwards. Today, 
about 220 ha are used for military J>urposes. In this way, it is well protec
ted against all kinds of destrucuve influences. Therefore, it is considered 
together with many other military areas in Belgium, of high ecological 
value (cf. HERMY et al., 1981). 
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Material and methods 

The forest of Houthulst is situated in the southern part of the province 
between Diksmuide and Roeselare. The area is situated in fig. I. The 
U. T. M. coordinates are DS 94. 

DIKSMUIDE T 
N 

Houthulst 

Fig. 1. Situation of the study area. 

An intensive sampling campaign was undertaken continuously between 
1974 and 1980 by means of pitfall traps. During these six years, thirty 
stations were sampled ranging from different types of forest (e.g. Quercus, 
A/nus) to dry and wet heathland (Calluna, Erica). Between these sites, the 
sampling effort is not comparable. Moreover, different stations have been 
sampled in different years. In consequence, the obtained results cannot be 
used in quantitative analyses. We have therefore chosen to provide total 
numbers over the complete sampling period. 

Results and discussion 

1. Araneae

The intensive sampling campaign resulted in the capture of 121 spider
species, belonging to 18 families. This is about 18 % of the Belgian ara
neofauna (BosMANS & MAELFAIT, 1986). The total species list including the 
total number of individuals captured over the complete sampling period is 
summarized in table 1. This high number of species is a consequence of 
the high diversity in sampled habitats. 

From the faunistical point of view, three species are worth mentioning. 
The capture of Hygrolycosa rubrofasciata is striking. This wetland inhabi
ting spider is rare in Belgium and almost completely restricted to "De 
Kempen" (provinces of Antwerpen and Limburg in the north-east of Bel
gium) (ALDERWEIRELDT & MAELFAIT, 1990; Fig. 2). It was never observed 
in western Flanders before. The population occurring in Houthulst is clear
ly isolated from the rest of Belgium. 
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Table 1. Total number of Araneae captured in the forest of Houthulst over the complete 

sampling campaign. 

Family Species rM/'¥1,1: 

GNAPHOSIDAE Drassodes lapidosus 9/6 
Drassodes pubescens 7/0 

Drassodes silvestris 2/0 

Zelotes latreillei 1111 

LIOCRANIDAE Agroeca brunnea 44116 

Agroeca proxima 24113 
CLUBIONIDAE Cheiracanthium erraticum 2/0 

Clubiona brevipes 110 

Clubiona compta 5/0 

Phrurolithus festivus 4/6 

ZORIDAE Zora spinimana 50/13 
THOMISIDAE Oxyptila atomaria 8/4 

Oxyptila trux 41/5 
Xysticus cristatus 96/13 
Xysticus lanio 2/0 

Xysticus ulmi 2/0 

PHILODROMIDAE Tibellus oblongus 1/0 

SAL TICIDAE Evarcha falcata 710 

Heliophanus flavipes 110 

Myrmarachne formicaria 110 

Neon reticulatus 0/2 

L YCOSIDAE Alopecosa pulverulenta 13/4 
Hygrolycosa rubrofasciata 1/1 

Pardosa amentata 18/3 
Pardosa lugubris 52/19 
Pardosa pullata 169/34 
Pirata hygrophilus 51/36 
P1rata latitans 1912 
Pirata piraticus 1216 
T rochosa ruricola 3/0 

Trochoso terricola 166/44 
Xerolycosa nemoralis 29/15 

PJSAURJDAE Pisaura mirobilis 1 /1 

AGELENIDAE Cicurina cicur 8/5 
T egenaria agrestis 511 

T egenaria pie ta 41/2 
HAHNUDAE Antistea elegans 2/6 

Hahnia helveola 10/4 
Hahnia montana 30/3 
Hahnia nava 5/0 
Hohnia pusilla 3415 

ANYPHAENIDAE Anyphaena accentuata 1/0 
THERIDIIDAE Anelosimus vittatus 1/0 

Enoplognatha ovata 1 /0 
Enoplognatha thoracica 710 

Euryopis flavomaculata 0/1 
Episinus angulatus 0/4 

Pholcomma gibbum 110 
Aobertus lividus 915 
Aobertus neglectus 410 
Theridion pallens 1/0 

MIMETIDAE Ero furcata 5/1 
ARAN El DAE Araneus diadematus 0/1 
METIDAE MeteUina mengei 1/2 

TETRAGNATHIDAE 
Metellina segmentata 012 
Pachygnatha clercki 6113 

LINYPHIIDAE (Erigoninae) Ceratinellc1 scabrosa 110 
Cnephalocotes obscurus 5/0 
Dicymbium nigrum 4/0 
Diplocephalus cristatus 4/1 
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Table 1. (continued) 

Family Species <:M/,j.!j! 

LINYPHIIDAE (Erigoninael Diplocephalus picinus 41/10 
Dismodicus bifrons 3/6 

Entelecara acuminata 1/0 

Erigone atra 9/5 

Erigone dentipalpis 2/0 

Gnathonarium dentatum 1/1 

Gonatium rubellum 4/1 

Gonatium rubens 2/2 

Gongylidiellum latebricola 25/2 

Gongylidiellum vivum 13/1 

Gongylidiurn rufipes 3/1 

Maso sundevalli 22/4 

Metopobractus prominulus 011 

Micrargus herbigradus 32/5 
Monocephalus fuscipes 2/9 

Oedothorax fuscus 2/3 
Oedothorax retusus 3/0 

Pocadicnem1s Juncea 4/5 
Pocadicnem1s pumi!a 69/29 

Prinerigone vagans 2/1 

T apinocyba insecta 7/5 
T apinocyba prnecox 2/0 

Troxochrus scabriculus 1 /1 

Tiso vagans 5/5 
Walckenaeria acuminata 46/21 
Walckenaeria antica 10/2 
Walckenaeria capita 0/1 
Walckenaeria cucullata 64/16 
Walckenaeria cuspidata 1/0 
Walckenaeria dysderoides 7/1 
Walckenaeria melanocephala 212 
Walckenaeria nudipalpis 4/2 
Walckenaeria obtusa 3/0 
Walckenaeria vigilax 2/2 

UNYPHl!DAE (Linyphiinae) Agyneta ramosa 1410 
Bathyphantes gracilis 6/5 
Bathyphantes parvulus 1/1 
Centromerita concinna 52/55 

Centromerus dilutus 16/10 

Centromerus sylvaticus 60120 
Helophora insignis 211 
lepthyphantes cristatus 45115 
lepthyphantes ericaeus 916 
lepthyph<mtes flavipes 2417 
lepthyphantes mengei 19/24 
lepthyphcmtes minutus 0/1 
lepthyphantes obscurus 012 
Lepthyphantes pi!llidus 13/17 
lepthyphantes tenuis 10/14 
lepthyphantes zimmermanni 85/37 
Linyphia triangularis 111 
Nereine clathrata 710 

Macrargus rufus 42/12 
Meioneta saxatilis 710 

Microneta viaria 6/1 
Poeciloneta globosa 1/1 
Saaristoa abnormis 614 
Stemonyphantes lineatus 4/6 
Stylophora concolor 0/1 
Tallusia experta 1 /1 
Tapinopa longidens 110 
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Fig. 2. Distribution of Hygrolycosa rubrofasciata (data from ALDERWEIRELDT & MAELPAIT 

1990, but updated). 

Hahnia nava was caught in different stations at Houthulst. From the 
distribution data given in ALDERWEJRELDT & SEYS (1988) and DE BLAUWE 
& BAERT (1981) it is one of our rarer Hahnia species. For western Flan
ders, it has been recorded from Nieuwpoort, and the nature reserves of 
"De Westhoek" and "Het Zwin" (all localities along the coast). 

The small erigonid spider Metopobractus prominulus is not very com
mon in Belgium. It was however already found in several localities along 
the coast and some other places in western Flanders. The capture of this 
species fits within this distribution area. 

Table 2. Total number of Opiliones captured in the forest of Houtbulst over the complete 
sampling campaign. 

Family Species <Ml'¥� /juv 

NEMASTOMATIDAE Mitostoma chrysomelas 9/3 
Nemastoma bimaculatum 21/8 
Nemastoma lugubre 107/51 
Paranemastoma quadripunc1a1um 15/5 

PHALANGIIDAE Homalenotus quadridentatus 910 
lacinius ephippiatus 0/2 
leiobunum black.walli 20!2 

leiobunum rotundum 9/1 
lophopilio palpinalis 199/86 /13 
Mitopus morio 1/0 
Oligolophus hansenii 112 
Oligolophus tridens 65136 /42 
Paroligolophus agrestis 34/26 /4 
Phalangium opilio 25118 /3 

Platybunus triangularis 43/9 112 

TAOGULIDAE Anelasmocephalus cambridgei 1/0 
Trogulus nepaeformis 313 
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2. Opiliones

The opilionid fauna of the forest of Houthulst consists of 17 species
belonging to three different families. This is almost 75 % of the Belgian 
fauna! The total captures per species are summarized in table 2. Several 
species are considered rare in Belgium. Our knowledge of the Belgian 
opilionids is however very fragmentary and further conclusions are thus 
premature. 

Conclusion 

From table I and 2, it should be clear that the forest of Houthulst is, 
mainly due to the considerable variation of habitat types, of great faunisti
cal important. Together with many other military sites in Belgium, the 
forest of Houthulst has great ecological potential and is, especially for the 
poorly forested western Flanders, of high value for nature conservation. In 
the frame of the actual redelimitation of the Belgian military forces these 
results might be used to realize the full protection of certain military sites 
as nature reserves in the future. 
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A propos de la presence en Belgique de Campodoros amictus 
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Chaque annee depuis 1975, le professeur J. LECLERCQ observe dans son 
jardin omemental a Xhendelesse (MOMR FS 90), des defoliations d'Aqui
legia vulgaris LINNE. Les plantes sont completement defoliees au moment 
de la floraison par !es larves d'une tenthrede. En vue de leur identifica
tion, Jes larves ont ete placees sous moustiquaire. Elles se sont enfouies 
dans la terre vers le 20 mai 1988 et !es adultes sont sortis en masse le 
premier juin suivant. Quelques jours plus tard, !es parasites issus des 
demieres nymphes emergeaient. 

Jusqu'a present, on ne connaissait que deux parasites infeodes a Pristi
phora aquilegiae: un Diptere Tachinidae, Bessa (Ptychomyia) selecta 
(MEIGEN, 1824) (TORKA, 1934; THOMPSON, 1944) et un Hymenoptere Chal
cidoidea Eulophidae (ToRKA, foe. cit.; BERLAND, 1947). 

Les ichneumons eclos en 1988 ont ete soumis au Dr R. HINZ qui Jes a 
identifies sous le nom de Mesoleius amictus HOLMGREN, espece dont il 
avail d'ailleurs designe lui-meme un lectotype parmi !es specimens de la 
collection THOMSON (HINZ, 1972). 

Quatre ans plus tard, le Dr J.F. AUBERT transferera le taxon dans le 
genre Campodorus (conf. nov.). ToWNEs et al. (19.65) citent C. amictus 
uniquement de Suede et de Russie. L'espece etait cependant deja connue 
en Pologne (HEDWIG, 1942) et aux Pays-Bas (TEUNISSEN, 1948). Elle a 
egalement ete trouvee en Grande-Bretagne (FITTON et al., 1978). On doit 
done inclure a present la Belgique dans l'aire d'habitat de l'espece. 

SNELLEN VAN VoLLENHOVEN (1866) a decrit Pristiphora aquilegiae des 
Pays-Bas, en l'incluant dans le genre Nematus. En Grande-Bretagne (Mid
dlesex, Devon, Kent), cette nemate presente plusieurs generations qui se 
succedent d'avril a septembre sur Aquilegia vulgaris et ses hybrides [BEN
SON & ANDREWES, 1947; MOLLER, 1974; l'un et l'autre sous le nom syno
nyme de Pristiphora alnivora (HARTIG, 1840)]. ToRKA (Joe. cit.), qui a fait 
une analyse detaillee du comportement larvaire, donne Aquilegia chrysan
tha comme autre plante-hote. 




